PLAINFIELD CHARTER TOWNSHIP
DECK CONSTRUCTION

ALL DECK PERMITS REQUIRE THE INSPECTIONS LISTED BELOW

1. STAKE OUT & POST FOOTING INSPECTION - DO NOT FILL HOLES UNTIL APPROVED.

2. FINAL INSPECTION - WHEN DECK IS COMPLETED.

THESE ARE SOME CONSTRUCTION ITEMS WE WILL BE LOOKING FOR:

Concrete post footings must be 42 in. below grade level.

Footings must be prestressed concrete or poured concrete.

Decks connected to house will be lag screwed or bolted with 3/8” diameter or larger 24" o.c.
Ledger connected to house needs to be counter flashed.

All post and joist connections must be secured together with approved bolts, ties or straps.
All joists must have a minimum of 1 1/2 in. of bearing. When 5/4 decking is used, deck joists
must be 16 in. o.c.

STAIRWAYS

A. 3 ft. minimum width for all stairways

B. Landing 3 ft. x 3 ft. minimum size.

C. Maximum riser height shall be 8 1/4 in.

D. Minimum tread depth shall be 9 in., measured from nosing to nosing. A % to 1 % inch
nosing required on stairways with solid risers.

E. Solid risers are not required, provided that no opening between treads is larger than 4 in.

F. No tread or riser will vary more than 3/8 in. in any flight of stairs.

G. Stairway guards shall not be less than 34 inches in height above the leading edge of the
treads.

GUARD RAILS

A. Guard rails are required on all open sided walking surfaces which are located more than
30 inches above grade level.

B. Guard rails shall not be less than 36 inches in height.

C. Open guards on a deck or landing shall have balusters such that a sphere with a diameter
4” cannot pass through any opening.

D. Open guards on a stairway shall be allowed to have 4 4" between balusters.

STAIRWAYS WITH 3 OR MORE RISERS SHALL HAVE A MINIMUM OFONEHANDRAIL

A. Handrails shall be continuous for the full length of the flight of stairs and shall be
Returned at ends or terminated at a newel post or safety terminal.

B. Handrails shall be between 34 in. and 38 in. in height.

C. All handrails will be checked for graspability.

Revised May 2004
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