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Recreation Master Plan: 2010-2014

Basis for Action Plan

Table 19

Analysis of Existing Recreational Facilities
Charter Township of Plainfield

Typ(_a.of Recreation Standards?! Chart e.r Towns.h_lr.) 5 Comments/Recommendations
Facility Plainfield Facilities
Mini-Parks Mini-Parks are small, specialized Most of the Township parks are The NRPA recommends 0.25 to 0.50 acres of mini park acreage per
parks, usually less than an acre in | mini-parks: Packer Drive, Gold 1,000 residents, and Plainfield Township exceeds that
size, that serve the needs of Dust, Holtman, Dean Lake, recommendation. The Township should focus its efforts on
residents in the surrounding Northgate, and Airway. maintaining its current facilities and developing new facilities in
neighborhood. A mini-park may categories that are deficient.
serve a limited population or
specific group such as tots or
senior citizens.
Neighborhood Neighborhood parks are typically No Township Park truly meets the | One to two acres of Neighborhood park are recommended per
Parks multi-purpose facilities that definition of a Neighborhood 1,000 residents. Not counting the school facilities, Plainfield

provide areas for intensive
recreation activities, such as field
games, court games, crafts,
playgrounds, skating, picnicking,
etc. Neighborhood parks are
generally 15 acres or more in size
and serve a population up to
5,000 residents located withina 1
to 2 mile radius from the
neighborhood they serve.

Park. Ambrose Park is classified
as such because it is larger than
a mini-park and it serves more
than just immediate neighbors.
However, it is not truly multi-
purpose. School facilities
function as the Township’s
Neighborhood Parks with fields,
courts, and playgrounds for most
neighborhoods.

Township has a deficiency of over 21 acres based on this standard.
Although technically below the recommended standard, the
Township is well served by the school facilities that provide the
basic recreation facilities of a neighborhood park (playgrounds,
asphalt courts, basketball backboards, multi-purpose fields, soccer
goals, etc.). The Township should consider directing its efforts to
developing larger Community Parks that focus on more specific,
unique recreational activities that are underserved in the
community and that residents are willing to travel to as opposed to
those they need right down the street.

Charter Township of Plainfield

53

McKenna Associates




Recreation Master Plan: 2010-2014

Basis for Action Plan

Table 19

Analysis of Existing Recreational Facilities
Charter Township of Plainfield

Typ?.of Recreation Standards? Cha.rt e.r Towns.h.u.) of Comments/Recommendations
Facility Plainfield Facilities
Community Community Parks typically contain | Plainfield Township has five The recommend standard for Community Parks is 5 to 8 acres per
Parks a wide variety of recreation community parks: D.W. 1,000 residents. The Township is over 45 acres short of this
facilities to meet the diverse Richardson Park, DNR Park, recommended amount. Future development efforts should be
needs of residents from several Dwight Lydell Park (a County focused on developing additional Community and Regional Parks
neighborhoods. Community parks | park), and Northville Park and that satisfy recreational needs that are deficient in the community.
may include areas for intense Wolverine YMCA (both private As the population of the Township continues to grow, so will the
recreation facilities, such as facilities). All provide a variety of | demand for soccer fields and ball fields. But there will also be a
athletic complexes and swimming | recreation facilities that serve a demand for natural areas, trails, winter sports, alternative sports,
pools. These parks usually contain | broad region. etc. A larger facility can conquer much of this demand in one site
other facilities not commonly as opposed to having to develop multiple mini-parks to satisfy the
found in neighborhood parks such public.
as nature areas, picnic pavilions,
lighted ball fields, and concession
facilities.
Regional/ Regional parks are typically There are four regional parks in Regional parks typically serve several communities within a one-

Metropolitan
Parks

located on sites with unique
natural features that are
particularly suited for outdoor
recreation, such as viewing and
studying nature, wildlife habitats,
conservation, swimming,
picnicking, hiking, fishing, boating,
camping and trail use. Many also
include active play areas.

Plainfield Township. The County
operates two: Lamoreaux Park
and Rogue River Park. The
Township operates the third:
Versluis Park. Although it is
small, Versluis is considered
regional because of the
population it attracts. The fourth
is Grand Rogue Campground
(private).

hour drive. The Township is well served by regional parks, thanks to
a strong County park system. Versluis Park, although small, serves
as a regional park for many others due to the attractive beach and
swimming area.
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Table 19

Analysis of Existing Recreational Facilities
Charter Township of Plainfield

Typ?.of Recreation Standards? Cha.rt e.r Towns.h.u.) of Comments/Recommendations
Facility Plainfield Facilities
Passive Parks The primary purpose of passive The Hyser Rivers Museum and The large undeveloped portions of the Township’s community parks

parks is to provide relief from DNR fisherman site are the only act as buffers from the developing portions of the region while also

highly developed residential and passive parks in the Township. protecting the diminishing natural features of the community. A

commercial neighborhoods. balance must be made between providing residents with recreation

Facilities may include sitting areas activity areas and preserving the natural features that exist in

and other pedestrian amenities, Township parks. Comprehensive site planning must have both

landscaping, monuments and natural feature preservation and activity creation as goals for the

fountains, and historical features. future design of Township parks, especially considering the value of
the rivers and other natural features contained in the Township.
Demographics suggest that the population of the Township is
shifting towards older age groups. These residents will demand
more passive areas for walking and enjoying the peace of nature as
opposed to soccer and ball fields.

Linear Parks A linear park is any area The White Pine Trail is the Potential for creating linkages between parks, neighborhoods,

developed for one or more modes | primary linear park in the schools, and the White Pine Trail should be a priority for future

of recreational travel, such as Township. There are also trails development. Trail construction should be a requirement for

hiking, bicycling, snowmobiling, at Versluis Park, Ambrose Park, residential development in the Township, as more connections will

cross-country skiing, canoeing, and Lamoreaux Park. only increase the use of the existing trail system. There are a

horseback riding, and pleasure number of grants and alternative funding sources available for trails

driving. and trail projects that can be utilized to finance these plans.

Source: McKenna Associates field survey - 1/2004; Michigan Department of Natural Resources - 1983.
Footnote: IMichigan Department of Natural Resources, Recreation Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines, National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA): Lancaster, 1983.
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Conclusions

Table 18 compares the existing community parkland acreage to recommended standards, based on the
2000 population. The figures indicate that the Township has adequate mini-park acreage for the existing
and future population of the Township. However, the existing acreage is below the recommended total
of neighborhood and community parks. The existing acreage provided does not include school facilities,
however, which provide many of the neighborhood facilities that are used in the Township. Although this
is not ideal, it is suitable and allows the Township to focus its development efforts on larger community
parks first before addressing the lack of neighborhood facilities.

There were very few facilities that were identified in the tables as being insufficient or lacking within the
Township. Only outdoor rinks and archery ranges were deficient in terms of the number of facilities
available to residents. However, Table 17 included school facilities, and in many instances, these
facilities were needed to meet or exceed the recommended standards. The concern is that these
facilities are not always available to the public. They may be closed during school hours, they may be
restricted to certain activities, or they may not permit recreational activities on their fields or courts. This
should be considered when developing the Action Plan or designing future park facilities.

Examination of the recreation inventory and analysis combined with the public input has led to the
following conclusions.

Connectivity
There is a lack of connectivity between community facilities within Plainfield Charter Township.

Residents young and old have a difficult time accessing neighborhoods, schools, parks, the White Pine
Trail, or other locations without relying on the automobile or putting themselves at risk on dangerous
roads. This problem must be addressed on two levels. First, a path system must be laid out that
connects important facilities and neighborhoods in a safe and efficient manner. Second, we must be
certain that development standards are crafted to ensure private investment in the development of the
path system. Residential development adjacent to the trail system must be required to provide access
points to the trail as well as an internal trail system or sidewalks or the development will hinder the
ability of residents to utilize the public trail.

Natural Resources

The Grand and Rogue Rivers are two of the finest in the region, and Plainfield Township is very fortunate
to have portions of both of these running through its borders. However, very few of the Township’s parks
or recreational facilities address these wonderful amenities. A priority for acquisition and development
should be along the rivers and other important natural resources. This serves to not only provide greater
access for Township residents, but it also protects these features from the threat of future development.

Reliance on School Facilities

With three school districts serving the Township, Plainfield Charter Township has a number of school
facilities with recreational amenities available to its residents. These amenities satisfy many of the
recommended service requirements of the NRPA and MDNR including basketball courts, tennis courts,
baseball fields, and soccer fields. These are some of the most popular recreational facilities a
department can offer. However, priority for the use of the school facilities goes to the schools first.
Therefore, in some instances, the public does not get full access or full value out of these facilities.
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Soccer Fields

Table 17 indicates that Plainfield Charter Township satisfies the minimum requirements for soccer fields
required for the population. However, the vast majority of the fields included in the total are located at
the schools. With soccer fields in particular, schools are more reluctant to share use of these facilities
with community organizations. The schools often have a very high demand for their use themselves, and
overuse of the fields can result in high maintenance costs. During the public meetings and discussion
with the Parks and Recreation Commission, it became clear that the availability and quality of the
existing facilities including the schools was inadequate to meet even the current demand within the
Township. Although the population seems to be shifting away from the family forming age group and
soccer fields were not highly identified on the survey as desired facilities, it is still believed that additional
fields are required to meet current demands. Local soccer associations can be consulted for design
expertise as well as funding opportunities.

Maintenance

Cleanliness was listed as one of the top two characteristics of a positive park experience. Respondents
also rated maintaining existing parks highly on the previous 2004 survey, and in the comments provided,
it was clear that many respondents felt that maintenance at some facilities could be improved. Although
they are small and not as grand as the larger, community parks, the small parks must be maintained ata
high level as well. If their size makes this inefficient, the Township should explore ways to convert these
parks or the maintenance of them over to private hands, such as a homeowners’ association or
neighborhood group.

General Accessibility

Some parks do not meet accessibility requirements due to the lack of accessible pathways. A detailed
inventory and analysis should be completed by a certified playground inspector to identify problem areas
and develop a strategy for replacement and improvements. Modern equipment with transfer points and
ramps, resilient surfacing, and accessible pathways are required to ensure safe integrated play by all
residents of the community. Further, the Township must ensure that there are adequate means for
persons with disabilities to get to the recreational facilities from their vehicles.

Service Areas

Map 4 illustrates the typical service area by mini-parks, neighborhood parks, and community parks
operated by Plainfield Charter Township. It indicates that there is adequate coverage of the Township
with the exception of the northwest quadrant (Region 1) and across the northern boundary. There are no
Township parks in this region. One golf course and one elementary school provide the only recreation
options. Travel to other parks nearly requires an automobile due to the distance required and the
crossing of the freeway.

Community and Regional Parks

Although Table 18 indicates that there is a surplus of regional park acreage, much of the acreage is in
Lamoreaux Park and Rogue River Park, two facilities that did not rate as highly used among respondents
on the previous community survey. All of the community and regional parks in the Township are among
the least used facilities among respondents, except Versluis Park, which was by far the most used. This
shows that these types of parks can be successful if they are designed and maintained well and provide
an attractive mix of amenities.
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Planning
The Parks and Recreation Department and the Planning Department both strive for the protection of

open spaces and the provision of parks and community spaces for neighborhoods. However, the Parks
and Recreation Department has expressed that maintaining small, mini-parks is inefficient and occupies
too much of their time and resources. The Planning Department has responded by amending the Zoning
Ordinance to require developers to install pocket parks in planned developments and include
maintenance as a part of their development agreements. This type of arrangement can be extended to
include sidewalks, trails, and pathways as well.

Other ways to integrate planning and parks include the protection of natural resources and land
acquisition. Both departments agree that the rivers of Plainfield Charter Township are pristine resources
and provide immeasurable value. By confirming this in their plans and setting forth similar measures for
this protection, the Township is a much stronger position to implement those plans. It is now in a
position to have two documents that agree with one another that it can point to when in need of
arguments supporting land acquisition along the riverfront or a riverfront protection plan.
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VI. Action Plan

This portion of the Plan is the culmination of a comprehensive planning effort that began with the
thorough analysis of Plainfield Township’s physical and demographic attributes. Existing parks and
recreation facilities and programs were inventoried and evaluated. An assessment of need was then
developed that considered public input, accepted recreation standards, and the experience of the Parks
and Recreation Commission and Staff. Finally, these needs were analyzed and reviewed by the Plainfield
Charter Township Parks and Recreation Commission.

The results of this effort are presented in the following statement of Goals and Objectives and a detailed
Capital Improvement Program.

Goals and Objectives

Goals are broad statements which address the general needs of Township residents. Objectives are
specific tasks which, when completed and adhered to, accomplish the goals set by the Parks and
Recreation Master Plan.

Pathways and Trails

GOAL: No one in Plainfield Charter Township should be isolated from a park facility. Pathways and trails
should provide pedestrian friendly access to parks and community facilities.

GOAL: Create a system of paths and trails that connects neighborhoods and community facilities
throughout the Township.

OBJECTIVE: Coordinate with Township Planning Commission and Planning
Staff to create a detailed non-motorized trail feasibility study and
plan that connects all neighborhoods and parks to adjacent
pedestrian trail systems, community facilities, schools, and the
White Pine Trail.

OBJECTIVE: Identify funding sources to be utilized for the creation of non-
motorized trail linkages and connections.

OBJECTIVE: Integrate the results from the Belmont “Safe Trails to School”
program and coordinate planning efforts in this vicinity with the
Steering Committee of this organization.

OBJECTIVE: Develop trails along utility and railroad rights-of-way.
OBJECTIVE: Work with planning staff to ensure future developers provide

adequate access to existing paths or install their portion of
proposed path.
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GOAL: Establish connections to the County and region-wide trail system as well as existing trails
developed in adjacent communities.

OBJECTIVE: Analyze existing and proposed trail systems of adjacent
communities, Kent County, and the Grand Valley Metro Council.

OBJECTIVE: Evaluate the connectivity of Plainfield’s trail system to the
systems of the adjacent communities, the County, and the
region, and assess the feasibility of connecting the Township
system to the broader, regional system.

OBJECTIVE: Construct the Township trail system strategically and extend the
trails to the Township’s borders where they will connect to the
regional trail system.

OBJECTIVE: Develop Grand Isle Park as the central park to connect the
Township east to west with the bordering communities and the
White Pine Trail.

GOAL: Develop strategic parking locations for recreational access.

OBJECTIVE: Create additional parking opportunities for residents wishing to
drive to the White Pine Trail to provide greater access to
residents and keep vehicles from clogging the streets near the
Trail.

Natural Resources

GOAL: Protect the Township’s rivers and streams where practicable.

OBJECTIVE: Work with the Planning Department to increase enforcement of
restrictions along riverfront and in the Natural Rivers overlay.

OBJECTIVE: Provide parking in specific locations along the rivers and narrow,
low-impact paths that allow access to the rivers for world-class
fishing without destruction to the surrounding landscape or
riverbank.

GOAL: Acquire properties along the Rogue and Grand Rivers.
OBJECTIVE: Bring riverfront property under local control.
OBJECTIVE: Determine which undeveloped natural areas are worth targeting

for protection and focus the department and commission’s
efforts on those parcels.
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OBJECTIVE: Purchase properties along the riverfront or in the floodplain that
come available.

OBJECTIVE: When land along the river is acquired, establish natural areas,
greenways, and passive parks in these locations as opposed to
active use recreation areas (e.g. ball fields).

GOAL: Coordinate with the other staff and commissions to ensure that the Township’s most beautiful
undeveloped natural features will remain as such.

OBJECTIVE: Work with the Planning Staff to design regulations that permit
new development while simultaneously placing a portion of the
development into permanent open space.

OBJECTIVE: Educate Township Administration and Staff about how their

decisions and actions impact the rivers so that they will consider
this before making significant decisions.

Facilities

GOAL: Provide facilities that meet the community-wide recreation needs of Plainfield Charter Township

residents.

OBJECTIVE: Evaluate existing parks, equipment, and facilities to identify
needed improvements or upgrades.

OBJECTIVE: Address deficiencies identified in the survey and during the
public meetings, specifically paths, trails, winter sports facilities,
passive facilities, and recreation opportunities for teens.

OBJECTIVE: Continue to maintain a high level of public involvement during

the implementation of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

GOAL: Create animplementation plan for undeveloped parcels that addresses Township needs, meets
neighborhood concerns, and puts these properties to good use.

OBJECTIVE: Prepare sites at Ten Mile Road, East Beltline, Grand River and
Rogue River for future park use and design parks that meet the
needs of the Township and satisfy the neighborhoods.

OBJECTIVE: Seek similar properties that can be redeveloped to parkland for
a better use at a relatively low cost (such as the Consumers
Power corridor).

OBJECTIVE: Evaluate the potential purchase or partnership with private park
associations (such as Northville Park) that are struggling
financially and may disappear.
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GOAL: Provide a safe, well-maintained park system.

OBJECTIVE: Continue to promote a good working relationship between the
Parks and Recreation Department and the Buildings and
Grounds Department and their maintenance staff.

OBJECTIVE: Work with the Buildings and Grounds Staff in establishing and
reviewing their regular maintenance schedule, making sure that
it includes regular inspections, and that all parks and facilities
are neat in appearance, fully operational, and well maintained.

OBJECTIVE: Selectively prune, trim, and remove overgrown vegetation to
open up views and provide natural surveillance of public
gathering places. Replace dead and diseased trees with new
plantings.

OBJECTIVE: Coordinate park security with the County Sheriff’'s Department.
Maintain a log of any incidents, and implement remedial
measures that can be taken to reduce or eliminate those
incidents.

GOAL: Eliminate existing barriers to recreation facilities by creating barrier-free facilities.

OBJECTIVE: Ensure that each play setting and activity area is accessible, that
accessible play components are placed throughout each activity
area, and that similar play opportunities are provided to people
with disabilities.

OBJECTIVE: Provide an accessible surface and pathway that is firm, stable,
slip resistant, and resilient at all public recreational facilities

connecting parking areas, drop off points, and all activity areas.

GOAL: Become less dependent on school and regional facilities for satisfying the needs of Township

residents.

OBJECTIVE: Develop or assist in the development of soccer, baseball,
softball, and similar activity fields so that youth associations will
not be dependent on school schedules for practices and
competitions.

OBJECTIVE: Analyze whether or not the use of school facilities - fields and
playgrounds - is being restricted, and if so, determine if any
neighborhoods are being negatively impacted.

OBJECTIVE: Continue to work with the schools to ensure maintenance of

their facilities, use of their facilities by the area youth
associations, and access to their facilities by Township
residents.
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GOAL: Provide recreational opportunities to residents in the northwest quadrant of the Township.

OBJECTIVE: Seek acquisition opportunities northwest of US-131. The
property should contain or be adjacent to valuable natural
resources worthy of protection: hills, fields, lakes, and woods.

OBJECTIVE: Work with property owners and Township Staff to determine
what the future of the region will be like in order to determine
the best type of facility to be located there.

GOAL: Provide passive, senior oriented amenities within newly developed parks.

OBJECTIVE: Preserve natural areas with parks and provide paths, viewing
areas, and passive recreation opportunities surrounding them.

OBJECTIVE: Ensure all amenities are accessible and ADA compliant.

Administration and Organization
GOAL: Create mechanisms that will provide recreation information to Township residents.

OBJECTIVE: Maintain the Parks and Recreation Master Plan on the
Township’s web site.

OBJECTIVE: Utilize the Profile to communicate information on Recreation
events, to provide a map of Township parks, and to inform
residents about park rules and facilities.

OBJECTIVE: Maintain a page on the Township’s web site dedicated to the
Parks and Recreation Department that includes updated
information on current parks and recreation issues, information
on upcoming events, progress reports, and other detailed
information specifically dealing with Plainfield Township Parks
and Recreation.

GOAL: Coordinate the efforts of the Parks and Recreation Commission and Department Staff with other
Township Boards, Administration, and Staff to ensure implementation of the Plan and efficient
use of the Township’s resources.

OBJECTIVE: Exchange minutes, hold joint meetings, attend other meetings,
and participate in other forms of communication.

OBJECTIVE: Identify how various Township policies influence the ability to
meet recreation goals and objectives and how to modify such
policies, if necessary.
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OBJECTIVE: Appoint at least one individual to be a member of both the Parks
and Recreation Commission and the Planning Commission.

OBJECTIVE: Work with the Township Board and the Planning Commission to
integrate the goals and objectives of this Plan into the goals and
objectives of the Township’s Comprehensive Plan Update.

OBJECTIVE: Identify aspects of the Township zoning ordinance that can be
modified to improve recreation opportunities within the
Township.

OBJECTIVE: Educate Department heads and Township Administration on the

goals and objectives of this Plan and any updates that occur in
order to ensure that the Township takes no actions that run
contrary to this Plan.

Capital Improvement Program

The Parks and Recreation Action Program for Plainfield Charter Township is composed of two parts. The
first component involved the creation of goals and objectives - objectives that could be acted on by the
Parks and Recreation Department and Commission to reach the corresponding recreation goals. By
achieving these objectives and accomplishing these goals, the Commission will see more positive and
exciting recreation opportunities for their residents in the future.

The second component of the Action Program is the scheduling of expenditures over the next five years,
prioritized to meet the goals and objectives identified above. The Capital Improvement Program specifies
at which facilities funds should be utilized, what improvements and acquisitions should be made, and
the source from which funds can be acquired. It also assigns a priority level to each project based on a
scale of 1 - 4 with 1 being the highest priority. Priority is based on the cumulative results of all of the
data collected for this Plan and the projects that have an opportunity to make the greatest impact. The
priority level is subject to change over time as community preferences change. In concert, this two-part
Recreation Program can guide Plainfield Charter Township in maintaining and creating new and exciting
recreation opportunities for all its residents. Those projects associated with a specific park facility or
location within the Township have been identified on Map 6 - Capital Improvement Plan Map.
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Table 20
Capital Improvement Program
Charter Township of Plainfield
Year Facility/Program Park #1 Proposed Improvements Estimated Cost Funding
Source(s)
2010- Prepare Bikeway and N/A Prepare a plan that lays out a system of paths and $250,000 GF, TEA, MNRTF,
2014 Parkway Plan and trails throughout the Township connecting CDBG
Construct Bikeways and neighborhoods, schools, community facilities, parks,
Pathways as well as the White Pine Trail, the YMCA, etc. Construct portions
Strategic Parking for of the Bikeway and Pathway Plan that are located on
Recreational Access public property or are not likely to redevelop in the
future. Finally, construct small parking areas in
strategic locations to provide access to recreational
facilities such as the White Pine Trail or the rivers.
(Priority 1)
2010- Grand Isle Park 1 Purchase and develop property along Grand River and $1.5 million  |GF, MNRTF, CG,
2014 Rogue River for central park concept and regional trail D, Prvt, CDBG
hub.
2010- East Beltline Park 2 Plan, design, coordinate, engineering and develop $950,000 GF, MNRTF,
2012 abandoned landfill site with passive and active LWCF, Prvt
recreational amenities including soccer fields, outdoor
skating rink, sledding hill, trails, wetlands,
connections to adjacent neighborhood, picnic area,
etc. (Priority 2)
2012- Ten Mile Park 3 Plan, design, coordinate, engineering and develop $455,000 GF, MNRTF, Prvt
2014 abandoned landfill site with passive and active
recreational amenities including soccer fields,
baseball fields, trails, sledding hill, picnic areas,
bathroom, parking, paths, etc. (Priority 2)
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2010- Acquire Land along 4 As property becomes available along the shorelines of $500,000 LWCF, Prvt., Fd,
2014 Grand and Rogue Rivers the Grand and Rogue Rivers, it should be purchased LS, CG, D
in order to increase Township control of this resource.
(Priority 1)
2010- Acquire Land and 5 Find land in the northwest quadrant of the Township $200,000 GF, MNRTF, CG,
2014 Develop Park in NW of to be acquired and developed into a park or parks to D, Prvt
township Quadrant serve this underserved portion of the Township.
(Priority 2)
2012 Construct Parking 6 Build 2 - 3 small parking facilities (+10 spaces) with $300,000 GF, Prvt, CG,
Facilities and Access non-impact trail access and benches and picnhic LWCF
Sites Along Rogue River tables near the river at locations popular for fishing
but where high traffic will have low impact. (Priority 1)
2010- New Park Development |N/A All new parkland shall have a goal of 100% $200,000 GF, MNRTF, CG,
2014 - 100% accessibility accessibility (Priority 1) D, Prvt
2013 Improve or Install N/A Improve existing bathrooms, allow bathrooms to $250,000 GF, Prvt, CG
Bathrooms at Existing remain open longer, assess number of and location of
Facilities bathroom facilities at existing parks and if necessary,
add facilities to existing parks to increase
convenience. (Priority 3)
2010 Assess Handicap N/A Provide ADA compliant paths at all Township facilities $85,000 GF, Prvt, CG, Fd,
Accessibility at Existing and make all other necessary improvements as MNRTF
Facilities determined through a comprehensive assessment of
compliance. (Priority 1)

Key: | CG - Civic Groups Fd - Foundation Grants LWCF - Land and Water Conservation Fund Prvt. - Private Donations/Fundraising
D - Donation/Advertisement | GF - General Funds MB - Municipal Bonds SG - Service Groups
CDBG- Community LS - Land Sales MNRTF - Ml Dept. of Natural Resources Trust | TEA - Transportation Enhancement Activity
Development Block Grant Fund Fund

1Park number refers to labels identifying projects on Map 6 - Capital Improvement Plan Map. Items identified “N/A” (not applicable) may apply to an undetermined number of park sites or
may not apply to park facilities at all.
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Funding Sources

The proposed recreation improvements proposed in the Five Year Capital Improvement Plan can be
financed with a combination of resources. There are several potential funding sources currently being
utilized and many that are available for parks and recreation projects such as parkland improvements
and facility upgrades as described below.

General Funding Sources

Millage.

A property tax millage can be used to finance specific park and recreation projects or to operate
recreation facilities. A millage is an effective way to divide costs over time among all of the taxpayers in
the Township to provide matching grant funds or finance entire projects. A millage allows more flexibility
with how the money is allocated than with a bond.

User Fees.

The Township can charge reasonable fees to the users of specific recreation facilities and for enroliment
in recreation programs. User fees can provide substantial support for park and recreation facilities and
programs. Other Michigan communities have established user fees for the use of swimming pools,
tennis courts, lighted athletic fields, and indoor facilities.

Recreation Bonds.

A number of bond programs can be used to finance construction of parks and recreation facilities.
General Obligation Bonds are issued for specific community projects and may not be used for other
purposes. These bonds are usually paid for with property tax revenues. Revenue Bonds are issued for
construction of public projects that generate revenue. The bonds are then retired by using income
generated by the project.

Conservation Easements.

A conservation easement is a method of preserving open space that is guaranteed through formal
documentation. This technique can also be used to preserve open space if it is not feasible or practical
for the Township to acquire the land. Rather than obtaining fee simple, or complete ownership, an
organization or community can purchase or acquire by gift an easement to the property.

Public-Private or Public-Public Partnerships.

Reduced funding for the public and private sector has created a need for various partnerships between
public and private entities as well as between two or more public entities to accommodate specialized
large-scale recreation demands. The Township should seek partnerships where available and beneficial.

Donations.

Businesses, corporations, private clubs, community organizations, and individuals will often contribute to
recreation and other improvement programs to benefit communities in which they are located. Private
sector contributions may be in the form of monetary contributions, the donation of land, the provision of
volunteer services, or the contribution of equipment or facilities.
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Foundations.

A foundation is a special non-profit legal entity that is established as a mechanism through which land,
cash, and securities can be donated for the benefit of parks and recreation services. The assets are
disbursed by the foundation Board of Directors according to a predetermined plan.

Specific Funding Programs

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF).

Presque Isle Township has received over $400,000 in funding from the MNRTF for acquisition and
development of the Old Presque Isle Lighthouse Park. MNRTF provides funding assistance for the
purchase and development of land for public outdoor recreation and natural resource protection. This
fund is directed at creating and improving outdoor recreational opportunities and providing protection to
valuable natural resources. The available development grants are between $15,000 and $500,000 and
there is no limit on the amount for acquisition projects because they depend upon the value of the
property. Alocal minimum match of 25% is required for all projects. Applications must be postmarked
by April 1st for both acquisition and development projects and August 1st for acquisition projects only.

Each year the Trust Fund Board of Trustees decides on priority project types on which proposals will
receive special attention. The special initiatives for 2009 include:

1. Acquisition of land or development of trailways that provide linkages to recreation
opportunities. Projects that contribute to the state trailway system will be given higher
priority.

2. Acquisition of land open to hunting or development of hunting-related recreation facilities,
such as shooting ranges. Specific seasons in which hunting will be allowed must be
identified. Highest priority will be given to land in the southern Lower Peninsula, land that
will be open for all DNR-established hunting seasons, and shooting ranges.

3. Acquisition of DNR-established winter deer yard, or acquisition of land that connects or

provides a buffer area to land that is already protected and that provides critical wildlife

habitat or is of high ecological value.

Acquisition of land or development of facilities in urban areas.

5. Development of projects that provide universally accessible outdoor recreation opportunities.
Highest priority will be given to projects that provide natural resource-based recreation
opportunities.

6. Feescharged to enterthe proposed project site. Highest priority will be given to applications
for projects for which no fee will be charged to enter the site.

s

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).

LWCF provides funding assistance for communities to acquire and develop land for public outdoor
recreation. This fund is directed at community recreation and trailway improvements that preserve
natural resources. A local match of 50% required for all projects, and the minimum request amount is
$30,000 and the maximum is $75,000. Projects are evaluated based on project need, applicant history,
site and project quality, and alignment with the state’s recreation plan (2008-2012 Michigan Statewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan). The fourth criterion is determined to be primarily trails,
community outdoor recreation, green technology in outdoor recreation, universal access, and
coordination
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and cooperation among recreation providers. The MDNR makes recommendations to the National Park
Service (NPS) on which applications to fund, and the NPS grants the final approval. Applications are due
March 1st for grants.

Transportation Enhancement (TE) Program.

The TE program was originally established with the passage of the Intermodal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act (ISTEA) in 1991, the reauthorization of the TEA-21 program in 1998, and finally the
authorization of SAFETEA-LU in 2005 authorizing highway safety, transit and other surface transportation
programs, including regional pathways and trailway systems. The TE program is a 10 percent set-aside
of Surface Transportation Program (STP) funds that are administered by the MDOT Office of Economic
Development. Eligible activities include those related to non-motorized transportation, transportation
aesthetics, historic preservation, and water quality and wildlife. TE funding requires matching funds of at
least 20% of the project cost and must be related to surface transporation.

Urban and Community Forestry Program — Community Forestry Grants.

This program provides funds for projects that address the urban forestry needs of municipal
governments, schools, nonprofit organizations, and volunteer groups throughout Michigan. These
projects may include tree inventories, management plans, tree planting educational workshops and
trailing materials, and other maintenance activities. Projects that develop or enhance urban and
community forestry resources, such as management and planning, education and training, tree planting,
and library resources, are looked upon highly. Applications are due each summer with maximum grant
requests of $20,000.

Community Forestry Program — Arbor Day Mini-Grants.

This mini-grant program is designed to provide information and technical assistance to municipal
governments and volunteer groups for urban and community forestry activities related to Arbor Day.
Projects that develop or enhance urban and community forestry resources, including tree planting on
public land, Arbor Day celebrations, and natural resource library reference material acquisition, are
looked upon highly. Applications are due each fall with maximum grant requests of $200.
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Appendix 1
Notices and Meeting Minutes

r{in - PLAINFIELD
CHARTER TOWNSHIP

KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

- NOTICE OF .
PUBLIC INPUT MEETING
AND 30-DAY PUBLIC
REVIEW PERIOD
PARKS AND RECREATION

- COMMITTEE

Plainfirkd Charter Township is preparing & fvevuar Parks and Aeoneation
Mastar Plan in accomance with s bichign Depawmaent of Metwsl Resources
requirements. ‘When completed, the plan will senw a8 8 guide for the
acquisition and dewalipment of parks and recrvalion facilites and pograms
ety Hher neod from (5] yars,

Meoice i Qe ko any and of interestnd pacties that Pantiakd Charter Towship
will hold 8 public gt mesting on Thwsdey, Seplembar 24, 2008 al the
Plainfield Charter Township- Offices. 0181 Baimont Avanue NE., Belmand,
Michipan, mihes commants on e Pare & Recreaion Maser P, Tha
cument Parks A& PRecrsabon Mester Plan iz avaliable online  #f
www peariaidcharerhwp. og

Mohce B sles gven thal tha deeft Plairfisld Charler Townshes - Padea &
Racroaton Mastar Pliv will be svallable for neiew ond commant lor S0-davs
beginning Friclay, Ootober 02, 3008 af thy Plainitic Charter Tovwrship Offices,
H1E1 Bedmond Averue NE, Belmont, Michigan 493008-0609, durieg mgulsr
Lusingno hours or orkne et v pleinfeldchastorkas oog.

me_mmnmnmuhmbn
Flainfiedd Charler Township, Parka 4 Becrealion Commithes, 5208 Plaika i
Ayenue ME, Grand Raphis, M 40535, § you heve duedions, paaans onll B16-
HB3- 2399 tor more informatian.

AIBAN 1 e
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PLAINFIELD CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS PARKS & RECREATION

5205 Plainfield NE, Grand Rapids, Ml 49525
PHONE: 363-9399 FAX: 616-364-1199

PLAINFIELD CHARTER TOWNSHIP

PARKS AND RECREATION PUBLIC INPUT MEETING
Thursday, September 17", 2009
IN ATTENDANCE: Parks & Recreation Committee Members: John Short, Chuck Weldon, Tom
Wiarda and Cathy Beattie-Administrative Assistant. Plainfield Township Residents: Donna and
Wendy Briggs.
Meeting called to order by John Short at 7:00 p.m.

The following comments and suggestions were made on the Parks & Recreation 2010-2014
Master Plan:

e Tom Wiarda mentioned that he would like to see non-park accessibility to the rivers.

o Wendell Briggs is concerned with the safety and development of mining taking place
adjacent to the Grand Isle Park property.

o Page 24 - Add the following under “Environmental Issues™. The Ten Mile Park, located
at US131 and 10 Mile Road are adjacent to a former Kent County dump. It is not
believed, as a result of preliminary testing, that the former dump has had a significant
affect on the Township park property.

. Page 26 - Delete the following under “Operatlng Budge" in the flrst paragraph %%H@;

e Page 30 — Add the following under “Public Properties and Facilities” first paragraph: The
Township was awarded MDNRTF Grant in 2010 for the purchase of 62 acres along the
Grand River in the east central part of the Township. This park will be developed as a
Township Central Park and Western Michigan Regional Park, The park will provide a
trail hub for four communities to connect to the White Pine Trail, which is part of the
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statewide trail system. All development of this park will be done with the goal of 100%
accessibility. The concept of a privately funded, especially design accessible area is
currently part of the plan for the park.

anth infavrmmation an tha narvlze that

e Page 63 — Add the following Objective under Pathways and Trails Goal — Establish
connections to the County and region-wide trail system as well as existing trails
developed in adjacent communities:

OBJECTIVE: Develop Grand Isle Park as the central park to connect the Township
east to west with the bordering communities and the White
Pine Trail.

e Page 64 — Change the following first Objective under Facilities Goal — Create an
implementation plan for undeveloped parcels that addresses Township needs, meets
neighborhood concerns, and puts these properties to good use:

OBJECTIVE: Prepare sites at Ten Mile Road, East Beltline, Grand River and
Rogue River for future park use and design parks that meet
the needs of the Township and satisfy the neighborhoods.

e Page 66 — Change the following under Administration Organization Goal - Create
mechanisms that will provide recreation information to Township residents:

OBJECTIVE: Publish Maintain the Parks and Recreation Master Plan on
the Township’s
web site.

OBJECTIVE: a%@% Malntaln a page on the Townshlps web site
dedicated to the Parks

e Page 68 — Possibly delete the following:

e Page 68 — Add the following:
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2010 [Grand Isle Park 1 |Purchase and develop property $1.5 |GF, MNRTF, CG,
- along Grand River and Rogue Million |D, Prvt
2014 River for central park concept
e Page 69 — Delete the following:
e Page 69 — Add the following:
2010- [New park 8 |All new parkland development $200,000 |GF, MNRTF,
2014  |developmente shall have a goal of 100% CG, D, Prvt

100%

accessibility. (Priority 1)

Public meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cathy Beattie Administrative Clerk
Plainfield Charter Township

Parks & Recreation Department

JS: cbh
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PLAINFIELD CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS PARKS & RECREATION
5205 Plainfield NE, Grand Rapids, Ml 49525
PHONE: 363-9399 FAX: 616-364-1199

PLAINFIELD CHARTER TOWNSHIP
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday, February 23, 2010

IN ATTENDANCE: Parks & Recreation Committee Members: John Short, Chuck Weldon, Sally
Wesorick, Tom Wiarda and Cathy Beattie-Administrative Assistant. Absent: Jim Stover and
Dwayne Cole.

Meeting called to order by John Short at 4:30 p.m.

John mentioned a few things he thought the Committee would be interested in:
e Mining will be starting this year at the Grand Isle Park
Wendy Briggs wants to sell river front property to Plainfield Township, around 40 acres
John wants to put the wheels in motion to purchase Briggs property.
Land Acquisition account has money for the purchase of property.
The 10-Mile sports complex has been an on and off again project. At this time there
seems to be talk again in an Economic
Development Report.

The minutes from the P&R 5 Year Master Plan Public Input Meeting on Thursday, September
17, 2009 were considered. Cathy Beattie corrected page numbers in error.

Tom Wiarda made the motion to accept the September 17, 2009 Public Input Meeting Minutes
as corrected, supported by Chuck Weldon. Motion carried.

John presented the “rough draft” of the Parks & Recreation 5-Year Master Plan with suggested
corrections incorporated from the September 17, 2009 meeting. He covered the following areas
in the Master Plan:
e Pages 53-55 list the types of parks.
e Page 61 is the beginning of the “Action Plan” and all areas were covered with changes.
e Pages 67-68 list a basic timeline for goals.
e Corrections that need to be made prior to final draft:
o0 Page 1, Sally Wesorick needs to be spelled correctly and only listed once
o Page 37, Table 15, Map Number 1, Grand Island Golf Course should be
eliminated.
o Page 37, paragraph 2, Grand Island Golf Course should be eliminated.

Charter Township of Plainfield McKenna Associates



Recreation Master Plan: 2010-2014 Appendix 1 — Notices and Meeting Minutes

Chuck Weldon moved to recommend the Parks & Recreation 5 Year Master Plan to the
Plainfield Township Board, with support by Tom Wiarda. Motion approved.

Public meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Cathy Beattie Administrative Clerk

Plainfield Charter Township
Parks & Recreation Department

JS: cb
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PLAINFIELD CHARTER TOWNSHIP
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE
5-Year Master Plan

Notice is given to any and all interested parties that Plainfield Charter Township will hold a public
input meeting on Monday, March, 15, 2010, at the Plainfield Charter Township Offices, 6161
Belmont Avenue NE, Belmont, Michigan, to hear comments on the Parks & Recreation Master Plan.
The current Parks & Recreation Master Plan is available online at www.plainfieldchartertwp.org.

Notice is also given that the proposed Plainfield Charter Township - Parks & Recreation Master
Plan will be available for review and comment at the Plainfield Charter Township Offices, 6161
Belmont Avenue NE, Belmont, Michigan 49306-9609, during regular business hours or online at
www.plainfieldchartertwp.org.

All interested parties may submit comments in person or in writing to the Plainfield Charter
Township Clerk’s Office, 6161 Belmont Avenue NE, Belmont, MI 49306. If you have questions,
please call 616-363-9399 for more information.
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Appendix 2
Parks and Recreation Commission
Resolution of Approval
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Appendix 3
Township Board Resolution of Adoption
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