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Funding Sources

The proposed recreation improvements proposed in the Five Year Capital Improvement Plan can be
financed with a combination of resources. There are several potential funding sources currently being
utilized and many that are available for parks and recreation projects such as parkland improvements
and facility upgrades as described below.

General Funding Sources

Millage.

A property tax millage can be used to finance specific park and recreation projects or to operate
recreation facilities. A millage is an effective way to divide costs over time among all of the taxpayers in
the Township to provide matching grant funds or finance entire projects. A millage allows more flexibility
with how the money is allocated than with a bond.

User Fees.

The Township can charge reasonable fees to the users of specific recreation facilities and for enroliment
in recreation programs. User fees can provide substantial support for park and recreation facilities and
programs. Other Michigan communities have established user fees for the use of swimming pools,
tennis courts, lighted athletic fields, and indoor facilities.

Recreation Bonds.

A number of bond programs can be used to finance construction of parks and recreation facilities.
General Obligation Bonds are issued for specific community projects and may not be used for other
purposes. These bonds are usually paid for with property tax revenues. Revenue Bonds are issued for
construction of public projects that generate revenue. The bonds are then retired by using income
generated by the project.

Conservation Easements.

A conservation easement is a method of preserving open space that is guaranteed through formal
documentation. This technique can also be used to preserve open space if it is not feasible or practical
for the Township to acquire the land. Rather than obtaining fee simple, or complete ownership, an
organization or community can purchase or acquire by gift an easement to the property.

Public-Private or Public-Public Partnerships.

Reduced funding for the public and private sector has created a need for various partnerships between
public and private entities as well as between two or more public entities to accommodate specialized
large-scale recreation demands. The Township should seek partnerships where available and beneficial.

Donations.

Businesses, corporations, private clubs, community organizations, and individuals will often contribute to
recreation and other improvement programs to benefit communities in which they are located. Private
sector contributions may be in the form of monetary contributions, the donation of land, the provision of
volunteer services, or the contribution of equipment or facilities.
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Foundations.

A foundation is a special non-profit legal entity that is established as a mechanism through which land,
cash, and securities can be donated for the benefit of parks and recreation services. The assets are
disbursed by the foundation Board of Directors according to a predetermined plan.

Specific Funding Programs

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF).

Presque Isle Township has received over $400,000 in funding from the MNRTF for acquisition and
development of the Old Presque Isle Lighthouse Park. MNRTF provides funding assistance for the
purchase and development of land for public outdoor recreation and natural resource protection. This
fund is directed at creating and improving outdoor recreational opportunities and providing protection to
valuable natural resources. The available development grants are between $15,000 and $500,000 and
there is no limit on the amount for acquisition projects because they depend upon the value of the
property. Alocal minimum match of 25% is required for all projects. Applications must be postmarked
by April 1st for both acquisition and development projects and August 1st for acquisition projects only.

Each year the Trust Fund Board of Trustees decides on priority project types on which proposals will
receive special attention. The special initiatives for 2009 include:

1. Acquisition of land or development of trailways that provide linkages to recreation
opportunities. Projects that contribute to the state trailway system will be given higher
priority.

2. Acquisition of land open to hunting or development of hunting-related recreation facilities,
such as shooting ranges. Specific seasons in which hunting will be allowed must be
identified. Highest priority will be given to land in the southern Lower Peninsula, land that
will be open for all DNR-established hunting seasons, and shooting ranges.

3. Acquisition of DNR-established winter deer yard, or acquisition of land that connects or

provides a buffer area to land that is already protected and that provides critical wildlife

habitat or is of high ecological value.

Acquisition of land or development of facilities in urban areas.

5. Development of projects that provide universally accessible outdoor recreation opportunities.
Highest priority will be given to projects that provide natural resource-based recreation
opportunities.

6. Feescharged to enterthe proposed project site. Highest priority will be given to applications
for projects for which no fee will be charged to enter the site.

s

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).

LWCF provides funding assistance for communities to acquire and develop land for public outdoor
recreation. This fund is directed at community recreation and trailway improvements that preserve
natural resources. A local match of 50% required for all projects, and the minimum request amount is
$30,000 and the maximum is $75,000. Projects are evaluated based on project need, applicant history,
site and project quality, and alignment with the state’s recreation plan (2008-2012 Michigan Statewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan). The fourth criterion is determined to be primarily trails,
community outdoor recreation, green technology in outdoor recreation, universal access, and
coordination
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and cooperation among recreation providers. The MDNR makes recommendations to the National Park
Service (NPS) on which applications to fund, and the NPS grants the final approval. Applications are due
March 1st for grants.

Transportation Enhancement (TE) Program.

The TE program was originally established with the passage of the Intermodal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act (ISTEA) in 1991, the reauthorization of the TEA-21 program in 1998, and finally the
authorization of SAFETEA-LU in 2005 authorizing highway safety, transit and other surface transportation
programs, including regional pathways and trailway systems. The TE program is a 10 percent set-aside
of Surface Transportation Program (STP) funds that are administered by the MDOT Office of Economic
Development. Eligible activities include those related to non-motorized transportation, transportation
aesthetics, historic preservation, and water quality and wildlife. TE funding requires matching funds of at
least 20% of the project cost and must be related to surface transporation.

Urban and Community Forestry Program — Community Forestry Grants.

This program provides funds for projects that address the urban forestry needs of municipal
governments, schools, nonprofit organizations, and volunteer groups throughout Michigan. These
projects may include tree inventories, management plans, tree planting educational workshops and
trailing materials, and other maintenance activities. Projects that develop or enhance urban and
community forestry resources, such as management and planning, education and training, tree planting,
and library resources, are looked upon highly. Applications are due each summer with maximum grant
requests of $20,000.

Community Forestry Program — Arbor Day Mini-Grants.

This mini-grant program is designed to provide information and technical assistance to municipal
governments and volunteer groups for urban and community forestry activities related to Arbor Day.
Projects that develop or enhance urban and community forestry resources, including tree planting on
public land, Arbor Day celebrations, and natural resource library reference material acquisition, are
looked upon highly. Applications are due each fall with maximum grant requests of $200.
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Appendix 1
Notices and Meeting Minutes

r{in - PLAINFIELD
CHARTER TOWNSHIP

KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

- NOTICE OF .
PUBLIC INPUT MEETING
AND 30-DAY PUBLIC
REVIEW PERIOD
PARKS AND RECREATION

- COMMITTEE

Plainfirkd Charter Township is preparing & fvevuar Parks and Aeoneation
Mastar Plan in accomance with s bichign Depawmaent of Metwsl Resources
requirements. ‘When completed, the plan will senw a8 8 guide for the
acquisition and dewalipment of parks and recrvalion facilites and pograms
ety Hher neod from (5] yars,

Meoice i Qe ko any and of interestnd pacties that Pantiakd Charter Towship
will hold 8 public gt mesting on Thwsdey, Seplembar 24, 2008 al the
Plainfield Charter Township- Offices. 0181 Baimont Avanue NE., Belmand,
Michipan, mihes commants on e Pare & Recreaion Maser P, Tha
cument Parks A& PRecrsabon Mester Plan iz avaliable online  #f
www peariaidcharerhwp. og

Mohce B sles gven thal tha deeft Plairfisld Charler Townshes - Padea &
Racroaton Mastar Pliv will be svallable for neiew ond commant lor S0-davs
beginning Friclay, Ootober 02, 3008 af thy Plainitic Charter Tovwrship Offices,
H1E1 Bedmond Averue NE, Belmont, Michigan 493008-0609, durieg mgulsr
Lusingno hours or orkne et v pleinfeldchastorkas oog.

me_mmnmnmuhmbn
Flainfiedd Charler Township, Parka 4 Becrealion Commithes, 5208 Plaika i
Ayenue ME, Grand Raphis, M 40535, § you heve duedions, paaans onll B16-
HB3- 2399 tor more informatian.

AIBAN 1 e
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PLAINFIELD CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS PARKS & RECREATION

5205 Plainfield NE, Grand Rapids, Ml 49525
PHONE: 363-9399 FAX: 616-364-1199

PLAINFIELD CHARTER TOWNSHIP

PARKS AND RECREATION PUBLIC INPUT MEETING
Thursday, September 17", 2009
IN ATTENDANCE: Parks & Recreation Committee Members: John Short, Chuck Weldon, Tom
Wiarda and Cathy Beattie-Administrative Assistant. Plainfield Township Residents: Donna and
Wendy Briggs.
Meeting called to order by John Short at 7:00 p.m.

The following comments and suggestions were made on the Parks & Recreation 2010-2014
Master Plan:

e Tom Wiarda mentioned that he would like to see non-park accessibility to the rivers.

o Wendell Briggs is concerned with the safety and development of mining taking place
adjacent to the Grand Isle Park property.

o Page 24 - Add the following under “Environmental Issues™. The Ten Mile Park, located
at US131 and 10 Mile Road are adjacent to a former Kent County dump. It is not
believed, as a result of preliminary testing, that the former dump has had a significant
affect on the Township park property.

. Page 26 - Delete the following under “Operatlng Budge" in the flrst paragraph %%H@;

e Page 30 — Add the following under “Public Properties and Facilities” first paragraph: The
Township was awarded MDNRTF Grant in 2010 for the purchase of 62 acres along the
Grand River in the east central part of the Township. This park will be developed as a
Township Central Park and Western Michigan Regional Park, The park will provide a
trail hub for four communities to connect to the White Pine Trail, which is part of the
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statewide trail system. All development of this park will be done with the goal of 100%
accessibility. The concept of a privately funded, especially design accessible area is
currently part of the plan for the park.

anth infavrmmation an tha narvlze that

e Page 63 — Add the following Objective under Pathways and Trails Goal — Establish
connections to the County and region-wide trail system as well as existing trails
developed in adjacent communities:

OBJECTIVE: Develop Grand Isle Park as the central park to connect the Township
east to west with the bordering communities and the White
Pine Trail.

e Page 64 — Change the following first Objective under Facilities Goal — Create an
implementation plan for undeveloped parcels that addresses Township needs, meets
neighborhood concerns, and puts these properties to good use:

OBJECTIVE: Prepare sites at Ten Mile Road, East Beltline, Grand River and
Rogue River for future park use and design parks that meet
the needs of the Township and satisfy the neighborhoods.

e Page 66 — Change the following under Administration Organization Goal - Create
mechanisms that will provide recreation information to Township residents:

OBJECTIVE: Publish Maintain the Parks and Recreation Master Plan on
the Township’s
web site.

OBJECTIVE: a%@% Malntaln a page on the Townshlps web site
dedicated to the Parks

e Page 68 — Possibly delete the following:

e Page 68 — Add the following:
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2010 [Grand Isle Park 1 |Purchase and develop property $1.5 |GF, MNRTF, CG,
- along Grand River and Rogue Million |D, Prvt
2014 River for central park concept
e Page 69 — Delete the following:
e Page 69 — Add the following:
2010- [New park 8 |All new parkland development $200,000 |GF, MNRTF,
2014  |developmente shall have a goal of 100% CG, D, Prvt

100%

accessibility. (Priority 1)

Public meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cathy Beattie Administrative Clerk
Plainfield Charter Township

Parks & Recreation Department

JS: cbh
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PLAINFIELD CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS PARKS & RECREATION
5205 Plainfield NE, Grand Rapids, Ml 49525
PHONE: 363-9399 FAX: 616-364-1199

PLAINFIELD CHARTER TOWNSHIP
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday, February 23, 2010

IN ATTENDANCE: Parks & Recreation Committee Members: John Short, Chuck Weldon, Sally
Wesorick, Tom Wiarda and Cathy Beattie-Administrative Assistant. Absent: Jim Stover and
Dwayne Cole.

Meeting called to order by John Short at 4:30 p.m.

John mentioned a few things he thought the Committee would be interested in:
e Mining will be starting this year at the Grand Isle Park
Wendy Briggs wants to sell river front property to Plainfield Township, around 40 acres
John wants to put the wheels in motion to purchase Briggs property.
Land Acquisition account has money for the purchase of property.
The 10-Mile sports complex has been an on and off again project. At this time there
seems to be talk again in an Economic
Development Report.

The minutes from the P&R 5 Year Master Plan Public Input Meeting on Thursday, September
17, 2009 were considered. Cathy Beattie corrected page numbers in error.

Tom Wiarda made the motion to accept the September 17, 2009 Public Input Meeting Minutes
as corrected, supported by Chuck Weldon. Motion carried.

John presented the “rough draft” of the Parks & Recreation 5-Year Master Plan with suggested
corrections incorporated from the September 17, 2009 meeting. He covered the following areas
in the Master Plan:
e Pages 53-55 list the types of parks.
e Page 61 is the beginning of the “Action Plan” and all areas were covered with changes.
e Pages 67-68 list a basic timeline for goals.
e Corrections that need to be made prior to final draft:
o0 Page 1, Sally Wesorick needs to be spelled correctly and only listed once
o Page 37, Table 15, Map Number 1, Grand Island Golf Course should be
eliminated.
o Page 37, paragraph 2, Grand Island Golf Course should be eliminated.

Charter Township of Plainfield McKenna Associates



Recreation Master Plan: 2010-2014 Appendix 1 — Notices and Meeting Minutes

Chuck Weldon moved to recommend the Parks & Recreation 5 Year Master Plan to the
Plainfield Township Board, with support by Tom Wiarda. Motion approved.

Public meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Cathy Beattie Administrative Clerk

Plainfield Charter Township
Parks & Recreation Department

JS: cb
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PLAINFIELD CHARTER TOWNSHIP
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE
5-Year Master Plan

Notice is given to any and all interested parties that Plainfield Charter Township will hold a public
input meeting on Monday, March, 15, 2010, at the Plainfield Charter Township Offices, 6161
Belmont Avenue NE, Belmont, Michigan, to hear comments on the Parks & Recreation Master Plan.
The current Parks & Recreation Master Plan is available online at www.plainfieldchartertwp.org.

Notice is also given that the proposed Plainfield Charter Township - Parks & Recreation Master
Plan will be available for review and comment at the Plainfield Charter Township Offices, 6161
Belmont Avenue NE, Belmont, Michigan 49306-9609, during regular business hours or online at
www.plainfieldchartertwp.org.

All interested parties may submit comments in person or in writing to the Plainfield Charter
Township Clerk’s Office, 6161 Belmont Avenue NE, Belmont, MI 49306. If you have questions,
please call 616-363-9399 for more information.
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Appendix 2
Parks and Recreation Commission
Resolution of Approval
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Appendix 3
Township Board Resolution of Adoption
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