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Topography 
 
The undeveloped and rural portions of the Township are marked by gently rolling terrain 
and scattered hills.  This is especially true in the north central, northeast, and southeast 
sections.  Where the Grand and Rogue Rivers slice through the Township, the floodplain is 
relatively flat.  Along the Grand River, this can vary from one-half to one mile in width.  The 
remainder of the Township is gently rolling with a total relief of 330 feet from a high point of 
940 feet in the north central area to about 610 feet along the Grand River. 
 
 
Water, Fish, and Wildlife Resources  
 
Surface Water  
 
The residents of Plainfield Township enjoy the benefits of some of the most beautiful 
surface water in the region, including two scenic rivers.  These resources provide 
recreational, aesthetic, ecological, and economic benefits to the entire Township.  The two 
rivers are the Grand and the Rogue.  The Grand River flows east to west across the 
southern third of the Township.  As stated before, it separates the spread of metro-Grand 
Rapids from the rural portions of the Township to the north.  The Rogue River flows from 
the northern border of the Township into the Grand River in the center of the Township.  It 
has been designated a “Natural River” (P.A. 231 of 1970) and is recognized as one of the 
top salmon fishing rivers in the nation.  Boating, canoeing, and fishing are activities well 
suited to these rivers, and their use has increased significantly in recent years. Recreational 
use of this nature should be continued.   
 
There are also numerous lakes located throughout the Township.  These include Dean 
Lake in the south and Little Pine Lake, Freska Lake, and Clear Bottom Lake, in the 
northwest.  Versluis Lake, a manmade lake located along the Grand River, was one of the 
most significant projects to come out of the previous Recreation Plan.  It is home to the 
majority of the Township’s aquatic recreation programming including public swimming and 
picnicking.   
 
 
Wildlife 
 
The large tree stands, rivers, and lakes of Plainfield Charter Township provide many 
attractive habitat areas for all varieties of wildlife species.  Whitetail deer, squirrels, rabbits, 
raccoons, and other small mammals flourish in the woods and field, as do game birds such 
as quail and pheasant.   
 
In the rivers and lakes, many game fish can be found.  Bass, trout, walleye, perch, bluegills, 
and sunfish are found year-round, and steelhead trout and salmon migrate here in the fall.  
As a result, the Rogue River becomes a haven for sport fishermen from around the region 
at harvest time.    
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Soils and Vegetation 
 
Soils  
 
Dozens of different types of soils exist in Plainfield Charter Township.  They exist in “series” 
that can be grouped into “associations” of related series.  There are eight associations 
located in the Township.  The series and associations as well as their characteristics are 
defined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
 
A small area in the very northeast corner of the Township is in the Oakwood-Thetford-
Granby association.  This ground is nearly level or it is gently rolling.  Drainage is poor to 
moderate, and the soil is sandy.  Building on this ground is somewhat questionable due to 
the drainage.  The soil should be tested for its drainage first to see what types of 
engineering will be required before construction commences. 
 
The Plainfield-Oshtemo-Spinks association covers a large portion of the Township.  This 
includes land north and south of the Grand River as well as some smaller pieces in the 
northern part of the Township.  This land is also characterized as nearly level or gently 
rolling.  The soils are loamy and sandy.  They are all well drained and therefore not well 
suited for septic tanks due to potential pollution problems.   
 
Located on the western border of the Township and spilling into Alpine Township is the 
Ithica-Rimer-Perrinton association.  This nearly level to gently rolling area consists of loamy 
to sandy soils.  Drainage is variable, depending on the series.  Development in this area 
could be impacted by the location of the water table, as some of these soils are susceptible 
to a high water table.  This will need to be explored before construction commences. 
 
The Marlette-Perrinton-Metea association is located just north of the previous soil 
association in the northwest corner of the Township.  It contains gently rolling to very steep 
terrain.  As a result, these soils are well drained.  They are loams and sandy soils that were 
formed in loamy, silty, and sandy deposits.  At the higher slopes, the land is not suitable for 
development and should be left in its natural state or used sparingly as a woodlot. 
 
Covering most of the remaining ground northwest of US-131 as well as some land in the 
northeast corner of the Township and a small pocket along the southern border is the 
Marlette-Chelsea-Boyer association.  This ground is rolling terrain with some steep areas.  
It varies from somewhat well drained to excessively drained.  It has loamy and sandy soils. 
In the higher slopes, development of these areas should be avoided.  Gravel extraction is a 
possibility in these areas. 
 
The Chelsea-Plainfield-Boyer association covers the remaining land east of US-131 and 
north of the Grand River as well as the land south of the Grand River that was not covered 
by the Plainfield association.  This association covers a large part of the Township with 
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rolling terrain and occasional steep slopes.  It has well drained and excessively drained 
sandy soils.  Some special engineering considerations must be made when developing in 
these areas due to the drainage.  Gravel extraction is also a possible use here. 
 
Finally, the last association, the Houghton-Cohoctah-Ceresco association, exists along the 
floodplain areas of the Grand River and north for a short distance along the Rogue River as 
well as around Freska Lake on the northern border of the Township.  As would be expected 
in a floodplain area, this land is nearly level and somewhat poorly drained to poorly drained 
with a very high water table.  The soils are mucky and loamy.  Use of the land is very 
limited.  Development is nearly impossible, and even cultivation for crops must be done 
carefully and conservatively and only in specific cases when it is assured that the ground 
and the surface water can be protected. 
 
 
Vegetation 
 
Throughout the Township there exist large areas where whole forests have been protected 
and preserved.  This has occurred in the northwest, north central, and southeast portions of 
the community.  Whether by conscious decision or inaccessibility, development pressure 
has resulted in their destruction, and consequently, they have become an environmental 
and aesthetic resource of the community.  The areas at higher elevations include primarily 
the following species:  oak, sugar maple, beech, and white pine.  In the lower areas where 
drainage is not as good, the following species are supported: ash, maple, silver maple, and 
oak.   
 
 
Transportation Systems 
 
Each year, millions of people travel through or carry goods through Plainfield Charter 
Township via its transportation system.  The roadways, waterways and railways that criss-
cross the Township provide its residents with access across the globe.  Collectively, it 
makes up a vital part of the Township’s infrastructure. 
 
Unfortunately, the Township has little control or jurisdiction over its transportation system.  
The County and the State control and maintain most of the roads.  This section will 
inventory the existing road network, identify the agency controlling them, and identify 
potential limitations or constraints in the Township’s transportation system. 
 
 
Road Classification 
 
The Kent County Road Commission has jurisdiction over most of the public roads in 
Plainfield Charter Township.  The exceptions are US-131, M-44 (East Beltline / Wolverine 
Blvd), and M-44 Connector (Plainfield Ave.), which are all controlled and maintained by the 
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Michigan Department of Transportation (M-DOT).  These are also the three most heavily 
used roads in the Township.   
 
As for the County roads, the Kent County Road Commission divides their roads into two 
categories: Primary and Local.  The Primary Roads are the arterials.  The Local Roads are 
mainly collectors and residential streets.  Arterials are designed to carry the heaviest 
volumes of traffic with either little or no access to adjacent land.  However, in some cases, 
land access has become more important than carrying capacity and traffic congestion has 
led to significant declines in level of service on arterials throughout the region.  
 
 
County Primary 
 
The following roads are County Primary Roads in the Township: 
 

• 10 Mile Rd. 
• Pine Island Dr. 
• Post Dr. 
• Belmont Ave. 
• Land Dr. 
• West River Dr. / Cannonsburg Rd. 
• Coit Ave. 
• Jupiter Ave. 
• 5 Mile Rd. 
• Grand River Dr. 
• Lake Ave. 
• 4 Mile Rd. 
• Division Ave. 
• Lamoreaux Dr. 
• 6 Mile Rd. 
• 7 Mile Rd. 

 
These roads are important for getting in and around the Township.  They are the major 
circulation routes within the Township.  The state roads (US 131, M-44, and M-44 
Connector) serve the regional area and can assist Township residents in getting from 
Plainfield to Grand Rapids or points beyond.  But the County Primary roads serve to get 
Township residents from Point A to Point B within the Township.   
 
As for the roads that are maintained by the state – Plainfield Ave., Northland, East Beltline, 
Wolverine Blvd., and US-131 – they are considered State Trunkline.  Although they are also 
arterials, they are not included in this list because the County does not maintain them.   
County Local  
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The remaining roads that are maintained by the County are considered local roads.  These 
include both collectors and residential streets.  The residential streets are the neighborhood 
streets that the majority of the homes are located on.  These are primarily narrow streets 
with slow traffic speeds that are not designed to move heavy volumes of traffic but rather 
promote safety in case children are playing in the street.  Neighborhood streets typically 
lead to collectors, which act as funnels gathering traffic towards the Primary Roads listed 
above.  The collectors are also where the majority of the access points should be located in 
order to avoid points of conflict and excess turning movements on the Primary Roads.   
 
 
Private Roads 

 
Private roads are not included in the classification listed above.  However, private roads are 
typically residential streets.  In Plainfield Charter Township, the majority of private roads are 
located in subdivisions and manufactured housing parks.  Here, private roads do not need 
to meet the same standards as publicly constructed and maintained roads.  However, it is 
up to the private homeowners’ association to pay for all of the maintenance, snow removal, 
etc. that must occur.   
 
 
Traffic Flow/Circulation 
 
While the hills and rivers that dot the landscape of Plainfield Charter Township are beautiful 
amenities, they do not help traffic circulation.  These natural features along with US-131 
create barriers that make it very difficult to get from one place in the Township to another.  
For example there are only two places where roads cross the Grand River, and one was 
just built in the past five years.  Access to the northwest is very difficult due to the freeway. 
Only one road – 10 Mile Road, at the northern boundary line of the Township – goes 
straight east to west across the Township.  No roads provide a straight north-south route 
across the Township.  There are a couple indirect corridors – US-131, Beltline / Wolverine, 
Jupiter / Belmont – but no direct route. 
 
The problem of access is not catastrophic, but it is something to consider when choosing 
locations for recreational facilities.  If the Township decides to focus on only one or two 
facilities in the future, access to these facilities should be optimal to ensure that all 
residents can get there.  Otherwise, the Township may want to consider spreading the 
facilities in places where more people can access them more easily.   
 
 
Rail 
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There is one railway line in the Township, located in the southwest corner in Comstock 
Park.  It serves the industrial development along West River Drive.  CSX Railroad operates 
it. 
 
 
Pedestrian Paths/Bikeways 
 
The most significant pathway in Plainfield Charter Township is the White Pine Trail.  This 
92-mile trail is a State Park that stretches from Comstock Park to Cadillac.  Portions of it 
are paved, and it is available for non-motorized use as well as snowmobiling in certain 
areas.  The remainder of pathways in the Township is limited to those that are built when 
new developments are installed.   
 
As the population continues to grow and the popularity of recreational uses also grows, the 
need for sidewalks, pathways, and bikeways grows as well.  Construction of pathways, 
bikeways, or sidewalks is necessary in the future to provide access for residents to various 
public and recreational facilities from their neighborhoods.  Links from neighborhoods to 
parks and the White Pine Trail increases the popularity of the park system and helps 
provide recreational opportunities to Township residents.  To assist in implementing this, 
developers should be required to install paths and sidewalks in their developments and 
connect them to existing development and parks as a condition of approval. 
 
 
Public Transportation 
 
Kent County offers public transportation through the RAPID system primarily within the City 
of Grand Rapids.  Some service extends into the adjacent townships, but not into Plainfield 
Charter Township. At this time, this service is not offered in Plainfield Charter Township. 
Seniors and persons with disabilities can secure public transportation within Plainfield 
Township and into Plainfield Township through North Kent Transit, with which the Township 
annually contracts.  
 
   
Climate 
 
Climate conditions are typical for western Michigan.  Seasonal changes bring a variety of 
recreational opportunities.  According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, January is the 
coldest month of the year for Kent County, with an average daily temperature of 22.2°F.  
January also has the most snow on average: 20.3 inches.  In the summer, July is the 
warmest month with an average daily temperature of 71.7°F and a daily maximum 
temperature of 83.1°F.  September has the highest amount of precipitation with an average 
of 4.24 inches, and February has the least (1.47 inches).   
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Environmental Issues 
 
The only areas of significant environmental concern involve sites that were previously used 
as dumps.  Near the southern border of the Township along Four-mile Road east of East 
Beltline is the site of an old dump.  The business that occurred there over the years as well 
as additional dumping that occurred in the vicinity has led to groundwater contamination.  It 
is unconfirmed at this point the size or expanse of the plume, but the impact has been 
minimal to date.  Much further north in the Township, at the northwest corner of US-131 
and House St., Wolverine Boot Company once maintained a dump for their tannery 
operations.  Tanning processes result in a number harmful by-products, some of which may 
have been dumped here.  Once again, although the extent of the contamination is not 
known, the impact does not appear significant. 
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Community Administrative Structure 
 
 
The Plainfield Charter Township Parks and Recreation Department consists of only the 
Director, Administrative Assistant, and seasonal staff.  Due to the seasonal nature of their 
work and the lack of recreational programming in the Township, none of these employees 
are full-time.  The Department is housed in the offices of the Buildings & Grounds 
Department. The Buildings & Grounds Staff maintains the facilities and is paid in part 
through the Parks and Recreation budget. The Parks and Recreation Commission provides 
direction and leadership to the Department regarding recreation issues.  The Commission 
also advises the Township Board on recreation policies that will meet the needs of the 
Township residents. 
 
  
Operating Budget 

 
The Parks and Recreation Department had an actual 2003 budget of $184,141. In 2002, 
the actual budget was $247,427, and in 2001, the actual budget was $210,624. A major 
component of the budget is capital improvements. The balance is dedicated to operating 
and maintenance expenses including salaries, equipment, and upkeep of existing facilities. 
These expenses remain more consistent over time when compared to the capital outlay; 
however, new equipment or a major clean-up effort will result in a higher demand for 
operating and maintenance costs in a given year. 
 
In contrast, the budget for capital improvements has varied significantly over the years as 
projects have been completed. Actual capital outlay has ranged from $75,162 in 2001 to 
$11,062 in 2003. With projects of varying costs on the schedule to be completed each year, 
the capital improvement budget must fluctuate to provide enough money to fund the 
desired improvements.   
 
Over the next five years, the budget will likely continue to fluctuate, with certain constraints, 
much like it has done over the previous years. As projects proposed in this Plan are 
scheduled for completion, adequate funding will need to be identified in order for them to be 
completed.  The source of this funding will be the general fund.  However, the general fund 
may be supplemented by grants, donations, and/or other revenue sources for specific 
projects if necessary, as has been the practice in the past. 
 
Standard Operating Procedures 
 
Governing over Plainfield Charter Township is the Township Board, which consists of 
seven elected officials: the Supervisor, Clerk, Treasurer, and four Trustees.  The Board 
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meets the first and third Monday of every month at 7:30 p.m. to handle appointments, 
approvals, budgets, and various committee duties.  The Board also makes all ordinance 
decisions and is responsible for approval of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan and any 
funding of recreation improvements.  Township Board members serve for four-year terms. 
 
The Township Manager is an administrative position appointed by the Township Board.  
The Manager handles the day-to-day affairs of the Township and its employees.  He/she 
then reports on these issues and any concerns to the Board at the regular and special 
meetings. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Commission is a seven-member commission that guides the 
development of parks and recreation facilities. The Township Board appoints the members 
for 3-year terms.  The Commission assists the Parks and Recreation Department Director 
with determining the direction of the department and making capital improvements.  To 
assist with these efforts, the Commission maintains this Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 
Meetings are held as required. 
 
Besides the Parks and Recreation Commission, the Township Board also appoints the 
Planning Commission.  This seven member Commission meets the second and fourth 
Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m.  The Planning Commission can influence recreation 
issues in many ways.  They can approve or disapprove new parks and/or specific elements 
of their plans.  They can require that developers include recreation elements like pocket 
parks, trails, and sidewalks in their plans when building in the Township.  They can also 
approve zoning ordinance amendments that limit the removal of trees for new development 
thereby preserving some of the passive landscape.   
 
The Organizational Chart shown in Figure 1 illustrates the Administrative Structure of 
Plainfield Charter Township. 
 
 
Relationship(s) with Other Agencies 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department works closely with the other departments within the 
Township on such issues as land acquisition, needed facilities, proposed developments, 
park maintenance, safety, crime, and budget. Also the Township works closely with the 
Comstock Park School District, the Northview School District, and the Rockford School 
District, as well as the many area youth and adult sport and recreation leagues to provide 
the desired recreational facilities to the Township residents.  
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Staff Descriptions 
 

Parks and Recreation is a part of the Buildings & Grounds Department in Plainfield Charter 
Township.  The Buildings & Grounds Department has six full-time employees, including four 
maintenance workers who handle all the maintenance in the Township parks, and a part-
time administrative assistant that also works for the Parks and Recreation Director.  The 
Parks and Recreation Director hires seasonal staff in the summertime to work as lifeguards 
and additional help. 
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Figure 1
Partial Organizational Chart
Plainfield Charter Township

Parks & Recreation Commission
Advisory

Cathy Beattie
Administrative Assistant

Parks & Rec / Buildings & Grounds

Seasonal Staff

John Short
Director

Parks & Recreation Department

Bob Homan
Township Manager

Township Board
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Recreation Inventory 
 

Recreation Facilities within Plainfield Township 
 
Overview 
 
An inventory of local recreational and community facilities was conducted in January of 
2004 by professionals of McKenna Associates, Incorporated with the assistance of 
Township staff.  The physical inventory of local facilities consisted of site inspections of all 
township parks and recreation sites.  Including schools and private facilities, Plainfield 
Charter Township residents have a wide variety of recreational opportunities available to 
them ranging in size and activity type.  An inventory of playground equipment and park 
facilities was recorded with regard to location, acreage, quantity, quality, accessibility, and 
condition (see Table 14).  In addition to the field observations, phone calls were placed to 
school officials, golf course managers, and park directors to obtain additional information.  
An inventory of regional facilities was also conducted to locate facilities in the surrounding 
region (see Table 16). This information was received through phone interviews and Internet 
research. 
 

  
Public Properties/Facilities 
 
There are currently 10 developed parks and one unimproved property that are maintained 
and operated by the Plainfield Parks and Recreation Department (see Map 5). In addition, 
the Department is exploring the acquisition of land adjacent to the new Boathouse that was 
just completed as a joint project of the school districts within the Township. It is located on 
the Grand River and stores the boats and equipment for the schools’ crew teams. Finally, 
the Department has a lease on property along 10 Mile Road on the northern boundary of 
the County and is currently in the process of planning for recreational use of this site. The 
Township is also working with property owners and adjacent developers to have a 
reclaimed landfill on East Beltline converted to recreational use. Both of these facilities 
could result in regional parks for Township residents to enjoy. There are also three County 
parks within the Township and 15 school buildings, each with its own recreational 
amenities. In combination with these developed features, the natural beauty of the Grand 
and Rogue Rivers, the rolling hills, and the beautiful fields of Plainfield Charter Township 
creates a significant recreational resource to offer its population. 
 
Most of the Township parks are small, pocket parks that serve primarily the neighborhood 
that surrounds them.  These parks do not have much parking available, if any, and the 
activities available are limited.  They might include one ballfield or one playground and a 
few picnic tables.  These parks include Packer Drive Park, Gold Dust Park, Holtman Park,  
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Insert Plainfield Township Recreation Inventory Table 14) 
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Dean Lake Park, Airway Park, and Northgate Park. Because of the high cost of maintaining 
these facilities, it is desired that in the future, the adjacent homeowners’ association would 
handle maintenance responsibilities for smaller pocket parks or internal neighborhood 
parks privately, for example.  In fact, it is now required in the Zoning Ordinance that pocket 
parks be installed with residential subdivisions and be maintained by the homeowners’ 
association. 
 
The only unimproved property maintained by the Township is Eldon Hollow. Eldon Hollow is 
a small woodlot parcel with steep slopes that may be developed into a park someday. It 
now continues to be preserved as open space and as a passive use area. 
 
A new park has recently been proposed.  Named Megan’s Hope, the project would be 
almost entirely privately funded. Two-year-old Megan Hawkins, daughter of the Township’s 
Deputy Clerk Jeff Hawkins, who lives with Downs Syndrome, inspires the effort. Hope 
recreation projects such as this one are community initiated and are designed to provide 
recreational benefits to all children. Megan’s Hope would likely consist of playground 
facilities with special features and elements designed to accommodate children with a 
variety of different abilities. One possible location that has been discussed is behind the 
Township Hall/Fire Station, although nothing formal has been determined. 
 
A neighborhood park is a little larger facility than a mini-park, and Ambrose Park is 
considered a neighborhood park.   Ambrose Park is a recently renovated park that was an 
action item in the previous Recreation Plan.  Built around an existing pond, Ambrose caters 
to both small children and the residents of the neighboring senior housing facility. It is a 
much more natural area with natural and wetland plants dominating the landscape. There 
are boardwalks built around the pond, benches and birdhouses, and a trail to the adjacent 
housing.  There are also several playgrounds and picnic areas. 
 
D.W. Richardson Park is located at the Township Community Center and is considered a 
community park.  It is a larger recreational facility that includes multiple ballfields, multiple 
playgrounds, shuffleboard, ample parking, restrooms, a gazebo, outdoor games, picnic 
facilities and a concession stand that is used during large events. The community center is 
also home to a variety of senior citizen programming. During the day, the programming is 
scheduled by the Northview School District. Examples of some of the sessions offered at 
the non-residential senior center include craft classes, cooking classes, dance classes, and 
bingo.  In the evenings and on the weekends, that responsibility transfers to the Township. 
The facility is used primarily in the evening for private use such as receptions, holiday 
parties, or reunions requiring a rental fee and damage deposit. 
 
DNR Park is also considered a community park. The DNR Park is located alongside the 
Grand River. The park contains two ballfields and three soccer fields. The park also 
includes a boat launch on the Grand River, which is very popular, and is a favorite fishing 
site for families.  These amenities make it a very popular stop in the summer. The boat 
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launch at the park is owned and maintained by MDNR. The rest of the park is owned and 
maintained by the Township. 
 
A new community facility that was recently completed (spring, 2004) is a boathouse near 
the Jupiter Bridge. It was built by a variety of community groups and the local school 
districts.  It houses the crew equipment for two school districts within the Township and also 
serves as a boat launch for other crew teams and rowers.  There are parking facilities for 
the crew participants there as well.  
 
Serving as a regional park is Versluis Park.  Constructing this facility was also identified as 
a goal in the previous Recreation Plan.  Located on a man-made lake, the main attraction 
at Versluis Park is the beach.  As a result, lifeguards must be on duty when the park is 
open, which makes this the only park in the Township system that is gated, has restricted 
hours, and has a fee for admission.  Other amenities besides the beach include sand 
volleyball courts, playgrounds, picnic areas, canoeing and kayaking, and a nature trail.  The 
facility is lighted, so the park stays open until 9 p.m.    Parking at Versluis is used as means 
of controlling the occupancy at the park. The parking lot holds 181 vehicles. 
 
Also located within the Township are three County Parks.  Lamoreaux Park is located on 
the Grand River.  At 249 acres, it is the largest facility in the Township.  Although it has one 
ballfield, it is largely a passive park with picnic areas and trails that can be used all four 
seasons.  Rogue River Park, located adjacent to the Rogue River, has a large picnic area 
that is available for rentals. It includes a ballfield, tennis courts, and playground equipment. 
There is also access to the White Pine Trail from this park. Finally, Dwight Lydell Park, 
located in the heart of Comstock Park, is a County Park.  Primarily a large, broad open 
space, this park contains a ballfield and a playground as well as two ponds and two picnic 
areas.   
 
There is one state park located in Plainfield Township.  The White Pine Trail, situated on an 
abandoned railroad right of way, stretches for 92 miles between Comstock Park and 
Cadillac through the heart of Plainfield Township.  Plainfield residents are fortunate to have 
access to this recreational resource.  Walking, jogging, biking, rollerblading, and skiing are 
all welcomed on the White Pine Trail.  In certain parts of the trail north of 14 Mile Road, 
when there is enough snow on the trail, snowmobiling is even permitted.  Future plans call 
for bridle paths adjacent to the trail to allow for horseback riding.  In Belmont, there is a 
parking lot and restroom facility adjacent to the trail for those wishing to enjoy a trip. 
Presently, Plainfield Charter Township mows approximately three miles of the White Pine 
Trail, and volunteers mow approximately three miles. The State of Michigan has ceased 
routine maintenance of the Trail, and Kent County is negotiating with the State for a long-
term lease of the Trail. If successful, Kent County would assume maintenance activities. 
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School Properties/Facilities 
 
With three school districts serving the Township and a large number of families, there are 
certain to be many recreational opportunities for Township residents available through the 
schools.  In total, there are 15 school sites in the Township.  As shown in Table 14, these 
schools provide the bulk of the recreational facilities within the Township, which is typical in 
most areas. 
 
The Comstock Park Public Schools have three school facilities located within the Township: 
Pine Island Elementary School, Mill Creek Middle School, and Comstock Park High School. 
 Pine Island is a new elementary school with playground equipment that satisfies all barrier-
free requirements.  The middle and high schools provide a variety of athletic fields including 
an outdoor challenge course at the high school.  The local little league uses the baseball 
fields at the high school. 
 
The Northview Public Schools have six school facilities located within the Township: North 
Oakview Elementary School, East Oakview Elementary School, West Oakview Elementary 
School, Crossroads Middle School, Highlands Middle School, and Northview High School.  
The elementary schools provide a variety of playground equipment.  North and East 
Oakview each have multiple playgrounds to provide additional recess space and allow for 
separation of grades.  West Oakview has an exceptionally large playground, as well as a 
nature trail adjacent to a ravine for students to explore and learn about nature and science. 
Due to their locations within neighborhoods, these playgrounds certainly serve as 
neighborhood parks.  The middle schools and high schools have a wide array of athletic 
fields and courts, including 10 ballfields, 4 soccer fields, and 10 tennis courts total.  There is 
also an indoor pool at the high school that is available for community use at certain times.   
 
Finally, the Rockford Public Schools cover the largest area over the northern portion of the 
Township.  They have four facilities within the Township.  Rockford has two elementary 
schools in Plainfield: Belmont Elementary and Roguewood Elementary.  Both have 
extensive play areas with a number of different areas on which the children can play.  
Belmont has all timber play equipment and large tires.  Rockford Freshman Center and 
Rockford High School are adjacent to each other and contain a number of athletic facilities, 
including an indoor pool at the high school.  Many of these facilities, including the indoor 
facilities, are available for resident / adult use.   
 
There are two private schools in the Township, both of which have playground equipment 
and/or recreation space on site.  Chandler Woods Academy and Assumption Catholic 
Elementary School both have basketball courts and playgrounds for their students. 
 
For the most part, all school playgrounds are barrier-free, have adequate fall zones and 
resilient materials, and contain modern modular play equipment. 
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Private Properties/Facilities 
 
There are three varieties of private recreational facilities in Plainfield Township.  First, there 
are privately maintained parks: Northville Park and Blythefield Pool. Northville Park is 
located in the Northville neighborhood and is maintained by the neighborhood association. 
It contains a ballfield, tennis courts, and outdoor pool, and it is only for use by members.  
However, during baseball season, a community youth baseball league uses that field for 
games. Blythefield Pool and Blythefield Park are similar facilities located in the Blythefield 
neighborhood. Blythefield Pool is a private facility open to membership for anyone 
interested. Blythefield Park is owned and maintained by the Blythefield Acres Homeowners 
Association. Amenities at the park include a ball diamond, volleyball court, basketball court, 
and child’s play facilities   
 
The second variety is golf courses.  There are five golf courses located within the Township 
(see Table 15).  Thousand Oaks and Boulder Creek have opened since the completion of 
the last Recreation Plan and are built amongst residential communities.  Grand Island Golf 
Course, Blythefield Country Club, and Scott Lake Country Club are more established 
facilities. All five have a driving range and a professional on staff who offers lessons.   
 

Table 15 
Golf Course Inventory 

 

M
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Comments

1 Grand Island Golf Course 18 72 Public Y Y N N
Rentable Meeting Room Available; New Club 
house

2 Scott Lake Country Club 27 35-37 Public Y Y N N 3 Separate 9 hole courses

3 Blythefield Country Club 18 72 Private Y Y Y N
Honors membership of other CC's through 
reciprocity agreement; designed in 1927

4 Thousand Oaks Golf Club 18 72 Public Y Y Y Y 420 acres; opened in 1999
5 Boulder Creek Golf Club 18 72 Public Y Y Y Y Banquet facility

 
The third variety of private recreational facilities are the campgrounds.  There are two 
campground facilities in Plainfield Township.  The first is the Grand Rogue Campground, 
located on West River Road on the north bank of the Grand River. The campground has 
100 sites for RV’s and offers canoe/kayak/tubing trips on either river, golfing at the Grand 
Island golf course, train rides, a playground, and great access to the water.  The other 
campground is the Salvation Army’s Little Pine Island Camp and Conference Center.  This 
facility is not open to the public but can be reserved for corporate events through the 
Salvation Army.  Summer Youth Camps are held here as well.  
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Ground is being cleared for a new YMCA west of Belmont on Post Road. Through the 
support of local corporations, the project will be able to begin development in the near 
future. Site plans are currently being revised for approval. 
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Regional Recreation Facilities 
 
 
Regional Recreational Facilities 
 
Regional recreation areas are large facilities serving people within a broad geographic 
area.  Primarily these are County parks, although there are a few State owned and private 
areas within the vicinity of Plainfield Charter Township that are worth discussion as well.  
These facilities, while not within the Township boundaries, still provide resources available 
for its residents to use and enjoy. 
 
Two ski areas are located in Cannon Township directly to the east of Plainfield Township.  
Cannonsburg Ski Area is the larger of the two.  At 270 acres, this facility offers downhill 
skiing as well as convention facilities.  The Township added softball fields for the warm 
weather months and hosts the Grand Rapids Symphony there as well.  Mountain biking is 
popular there in the summertime as well.  Pando Ski Area is also located in Cannon 
Township, but this area is much smaller: 55 acres.  Downhill and cross-country skiing, 
tubing, and mountain biking are all available at Pando.   
 
The Cannonsburg State Game Area is a State owned natural area managed by the Wildlife 
division of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR).  It is used for hunting, 
hiking, cross-country skiing, and mountain biking.  The primary use of the land however, is 
for wildlife habitat and species management, and any of the afore mentioned uses can only 
be conducted as long as they do not conflict with these main purposes.  In total, the state 
game area covers approximately 1,300 acres of land. 
 
 
Kent County Parks 
 
There are 37 parks covering over 4,500 acres within the Kent County parks system.  The 
majority is open from May through October, although a few offer winter sports as well and 
stay open year-round.  Table 16 inventories the activities that are available at the Kent 
County Parks.   
 
As stated in the previous section, there are three county parks located in Plainfield 
Township.  Other regional County parks within close proximity to Plainfield Township 
include Luton Park, Pickerel Lake, Fred Meijer Nature Preserve, and Townsend Park in 
Cannon Township; Wahlfield Park in Alpine Township; and Provin Trails Park and Knapp 
Valley Forest in Grand Rapids Township.   
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(Insert Kent County Parks Facilities Inventory Table16) 
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Recreation Programming 
 
The Plainfield Charter Township Parks and Recreation Department offers very little 
recreational programming.  Private groups, parent organizations, school districts, or other 
entities organize most recreation programming that is available to the citizens of Plainfield 
Township.  The most popular organized recreational leagues available to area youth are 
baseball, softball, soccer, hockey, football, and swimming. 
 
Recreational programming is also available for seniors. The Rockford and Northview 
School Districts as well as the Township provide such programming. The Northview School 
District operates the Northview Senior Activities program out of their Community Education 
Department. The Senior Activities program includes both weekly activities (e.g. line 
dancing, quilting/sewing, cards, shuffleboard, exercises, and choir) and special events (e.g. 
BBQ, ice cream social, dinner theatre trip, and fall color trip). Many of the local activities are 
held at the Plainfield Community Center.  
 
The Rockford Public Schools, through their Community Education Department, runs the 
Rockford Seniors Unlimited Program. This program for seniors in the area offers classes, 
programs, trips and other social outlets that they may otherwise not be able to enjoy. There 
are weekly activities and classes (e.g. self-help, computer, exercise), lunch discussions, 
and coffee topics as well as special programs such a long trips. Activities are held in the 
schools, community facilities, or senior centers. 
 
Plainfield Charter Township has formed a Senior Advisory Committee, which includes two 
members of each of the senior programs and one member of the Township Board. This 
committee allows the two programs to share information with each other as well as share 
concerns with the Township. The committee also plans two to three joint activities per year 
for both organizations. 
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Basis for Action Plan 
 
 
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) has adopted a set of standards, 
based upon those developed by the National Parks and Recreation Association (NPRA), to 
determine the need for recreation facilities in any community.  These standards establish 1) 
the specific recreation facilities, such as tennis courts or soccer fields, which should be 
available based upon the population of the community; and 2) the “service areas,” or 
number and type of parks that should be available to residents within a certain distance of 
their homes.  Each of these standards was applied to the existing inventory of community-
wide recreation facilities to determine if deficiencies are present.  The results of this 
analysis were incorporated, in part, into the Action Plan that follows. 
 
 
Existing Facilities Comparison and Analysis 
 
The following tables and map evaluate the existing recreation facilities of Plainfield Charter 
Township in comparison to the standards provided by the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (MDNR) and the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA).  Table 17 
evaluates the existing facilities in the Township to generally accepted standards based on 
the population of the Township.  Not all types of facilities are evaluated, however.  Certain 
specialized recreation facilities that are either not generally located in a suburban area or 
not specifically identified as being needed were not listed in Table 17.  These comparisons 
provide a general idea of deficiencies, but it must be understood that the MDNR standards 
are not intended to be followed to the letter.  They are generalized standards that are to be 
modified to be best suited for the particular community. 
 
Table 18 compares existing park area to recommended standards based on population.  
Sufficient area for all residents is an important factor in determining if an adequate level of 
recreation opportunities is provided to residents of Plainfield Charter Township.  However, 
these are national standards provided by the NRPA, and are not based on the conditions or 
characteristics of Plainfield Charter Township. Therefore, they should serve as a guide in 
the formation of the action plan, which will begin discussions of potential shortcomings 
within the facilities.    
 
Map 6 illustrates the service area for the recreation facilities located in the Township.  
Evaluating residents’ proximity to recreation facilities is also fundamental in determining an 
appropriate level of recreational service. 
 
Finally, Table 19 provides an analysis of the existing Township recreation facilities based 
upon the evaluation of recommended standards in Tables 17 and 18 as well as Map 6.  
Comments and recommendations for each type of recreation facility are provided.   
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Table 17 

Evaluation of Existing Recreation Facilities Against MDNR Standards 
Charter Township of Plainfield 

 
 

Recommended 
Standard1 

Existing 
Municipal/Public 

Facilities2 

Existing 
School 

Facilities 

Total 
Existing 
Public 

Facilities 

Recommended
Need3 

Surplus/ 
(Deficiency) 4 

 
Basketball Courts5,6  

 
1/5,000 

 
1 

 
35 

 
36 

 
6 

 
S- 

 
Tennis Courts 

 
1/2,000 

 
2 

 
26 

 
28 

 
15 

 
S- 

 
Volleyball Courts 

 
1/5,000 

 
2 

 
16 

 
18 

 
6 

 
S- 

 
Baseball Fields  

- Lighted Fields 

 
1/5,000 

1/30,000 

 
9 
0 

 
20 
6 

 
29 
6 

 
6 
1 

 
S+ 
S- 

 
Softball 

 
1/5,000 

 
3 

 
8 

 
11 

 
6 

 
S- 

 
Football Fields 

 
1/20,000 

 
0 

 
4 

 
4 

 
1.5 

 
S- 

 
Soccer Fields 

 
1/10,000 

 
3 

 
15 

 
18 

 
3 

 
S+ 

 
Golf Courses7,8 

- 9 hole 
-18 hole 

 
 

1/25,000 
1/50,000 

 
 

3 
4 

 
 

0 
0 

 
 

3 
4 

 
 

1.2 
.6 

 
 

S+ 
S+ 

 
Driving Range8 

 
1/50,000 

 
4 

 
0 

 
4 

 
.6 

 
S+ 

 
Swimming Pool8 

- Indoor 
- Outdoor 

 
 

1/20,000 
1/40,000 

 
 

0 
19 

 
 

2 
0 

 
 

2 
19 

 
 

1.5 
.8 

 
 

S- 
S- 

 
Ice Rinks8 - Indoor 

- Outdoor 

 
1/50,000 
1/20,000 

 
49 
19 

 
0 
0 

 
49 
19 

 
.6 

1.5 

 
S- 
D 

 
Archery Range8 

 
1/50,000 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
.6 

 
D 

 
Running Track (1/4 mi.)8 

 
1/20,000 

 
0 

 
2 

 
2 

 
1.5 

 
S- 
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Table 17 (continued) 
Evaluation of Existing Recreation Facilities Against MDNR Standards 

Charter Township of Plainfield 

 
 

Recommended 
Standard1  

Existing 
Municipal/Public 

Facilities2 

Existing 
School 

Facilities 

Total 
Existing 
Public 

Facilities 

Recommended
Need3 

Surplus/ 
(Deficiency)4

 
Playgrounds  

 
1/3,000 

 
10 

 
13 

 
23 

 
10 

 
S+ 

 
Picnic Areas 

 
None Published 

 
11 

 
3 

 
14 

 
None Published 

 
N/A 

 
Cross-Country Ski Trails 
(facilities) 

 
1/10,000 

 
39 

 
0 

 
39 

 
3 

 
S- 

 
Nature Trails (facilities)8 

 
1/20,000 

 
6 

 
1 

 
7 

 
1.5 

 
S+ 

 
Sledding Hills8 

 
1/40,000 

 
29 

 
0 

 
29 

 
.8 

 
S- 

 
Bicycle Trails (facilities)8 

 
1/40,000 

 
3 

 
0 

 
3 

 
.8 

 
S+ 

 
Horseback Riding Trails 
(facilities)8 

 
1/50,000 

 
39 

 
0 

 
39 

 
.6 

 
S+ 

Source:  McKenna Associates field survey - 01/2004; Conversations with Plainfield Charter Township Parks & Recreation Staff, Kent County Parks Department 
Staff, Rockford Public Schools, Northview Public Schools, and Comstock Park Public Schools - 01/2004; National Recreation and Park Association / 
Michigan Recreation Opportunity Standards. 

Footnotes:  1Recommended number of each facility per person (National Recreation and Park Association/Michigan Recreation Opportunity Stds.) 
 2Includes all Township and County Parks located within the Township unless otherwise noted. 

3Population of 30,195 based on 2000 U.S. Census. 
4Legend:  S+  -  Surplus provided by Township facilities that are available to public at all times. 

S- - Surplus provided by Township AND regional facilities outside the Township OR school facilities, which may not always be  
  available to the general public at all times. 

 D  - Deficit provided by Township AND school facilities. 
5Two backboards were considered to be equal to 1 court for the purposes of this analysis. 
6Not regulation courts - (located at elementary schools, 2 courts, etc.). 

 7Includes public and private courses. 
8May be satisfied by regional facility. 
9Existing facilities include regional facilities outside the Township boundaries.   
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Table 18 

Acreage Comparison to Accepted Standards 
Charter Township of Plainfield 

Plainfield 
Community 

Comparison to 
Accepted 

Standards1 

Recommended 
Minimum 

Acreage per 1,000 
Residents2 

Existing 
Acreage3 

Recommended 
Acreage for 

Existing 
Population4 

Surplus (Deficiency) 
Based on Existing 

Population 

 
Mini-Parks5 

 
0.25 

 
10.58 

 
7.55 

 
3.03 

 
Neighborhood 
Parks 

 
1.0 

 
8.79 

 
30.20 

 
(21.41) 

 
Community Parks 

 
5.0 

 
60.03 

 
150.98 

 
(90.95) 

 
Regional Parks 

 
5.0 

 
346.40 

 
150.98 

 
Not Applicable6 

 
Linear Park 

 
Variable 

 
Approx. 10-12 Miles 

 
Not Applicable 

 
Not Applicable 

Source: Plainfield Charter Township Parks & Recreation Department – 01/2004; Kent County Parks Department – 01/2004; National Recreation and 
Parks Association. 

Footnotes:1See Table 19 for an explanation of each park standard. 
 2Based on National Recreation and Parks Association recommendations. 

3Includes all existing public acreage in Charter Township of Plainfield. 
4Population based on 2000 U.S. Census: 30,195. 
5The need for mini-parks is also addressed partially by subdivision common areas and apartment and condominium recreation areas 
(acreage not determined). 
6It would be misleading to assess the adequacy of regional park resources based on recommended acreage for Plainfield Township’s 
population, since the regional resource must serve a much broader segment of the area. 
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Table 19 
Analysis of Existing Recreational Facilities 

Charter Township of Plainfield 

Type of 
Facility Recreation Standards1 Charter Township of 

Plainfield Facilities Comments/Recommendations 

 
Mini-Parks 

 
Mini-Parks are small, specialized 
parks, usually less than an acre 
in size, that serve the needs of 
residents in the surrounding 
neighborhood. A mini-park may 
serve a limited population or 
specific group such as tots or 
senior citizens. 

 
Most of the Township 
parks are mini-parks: 
Packer Drive, Gold Dust, 
Holtman, Dean Lake, 
Northgate, and Airway. 

 
The NRPA recommends 0.25 to 0.50 acres of mini park acreage 
per 1,000 residents, and Plainfield Township exceeds that 
recommendation.  The Township should focus its efforts on 
maintaining its current facilities and developing new facilities in 
categories that are deficient. 

 
Neighborhood 
Parks 

 
Neighborhood parks are typically 
multi-purpose facilities that 
provide areas for intensive 
recreation activities, such as field 
games, court games, crafts, 
playgrounds, skating, picnicking, 
etc. Neighborhood parks are 
generally 15 acres or more in 
size and serve a population up to 
5,000 residents located within a 
1 to 2 mile radius from the 
neighborhood they serve. 

 
No Township Park truly 
meets the definition of a 
Neighborhood Park.  
Ambrose Park is 
classified as such 
because it is larger than 
a mini-park and it serves 
more than just 
immediate neighbors.  
However, it is not truly 
multi-purpose.  School 
facilities function as the 
Township’s 
Neighborhood Parks with 
fields, courts, and 
playgrounds for most 
neighborhoods. 

 
One to two acres of Neighborhood park are recommended per 
1,000 residents.  Not counting the school facilities, Plainfield 
Township has a deficit of over 21 acres based on this standard.  
Although technically below the recommended standard, the 
Township is well served by the school facilities that provide the 
basic recreation facilities of a neighborhood park (playgrounds, 
asphalt courts, basketball backboards, multi-purpose fields, 
soccer goals, etc.).  The Township should consider directing its 
efforts to developing larger Community Parks that focus on more 
specific, unique recreational activities that are underserved in the 
community and that residents are willing to travel to as opposed 
to those they need right down the street. 
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Table 19 

Analysis of Existing Recreational Facilities 
Charter Township of Plainfield 

Type of 
Facility Recreation Standards1 Charter Township of 

Plainfield Facilities Comments/Recommendations 

 
Community 
Parks 

 
Community Parks typically 
contain a wide variety of 
recreation facilities to meet the 
diverse needs of residents from 
several neighborhoods. 
Community parks may include 
areas for intense recreation 
facilities, such as athletic 
complexes and swimming pools. 
These parks usually contain 
other facilities not commonly 
found in neighborhood parks 
such as nature areas, picnic 
pavilions, lighted ball fields, and 
concession facilities. 

 
Plainfield Township has 
three community parks: 
D.W. Richardson Park, 
DNR Park, and Dwight 
Lydell Park (a County 
park).  All provide a 
variety of recreation 
facilities that serve a 
broad region. 

 
The recommend standard for Community Parks is 5 to 8 acres 
per 1,000 residents.  The Township is over 90 acres short of this 
recommended amount.  Future development efforts should be 
focused on developing additional Community and Regional 
Parks that satisfy recreational needs that are deficient in the 
community.  As the population of the Township continues to 
grow, so will the demand for soccer fields and ball fields.  But 
there will also be a demand for natural areas, trails, winter 
sports, alternative sports, etc.  A larger facility can conquer much 
of this demand in one site as opposed to having to develop 
multiple mini-parks to satisfy the public. 

 
Regional/ 
Metropolitan 
Parks 

 
Regional parks are typically 
located on sites with unique 
natural features that are 
particularly suited for outdoor 
recreation, such as viewing and 
studying nature, wildlife habitats, 
conservation, swimming, 
picnicking, hiking, fishing, 
boating, camping and trail use.  
Many also include active play 
areas. 

 
There are three regional 
parks in Plainfield 
Township.  The County 
operates two: 
Lamoreaux Park and 
Rogue River Park.  The 
Township operates the 
third: Versluis Park.  
Although it is small, 
Versluis is considered 
regional because of the 
population it attracts. 

 
Regional parks typically serve several communities within a one-
hour drive.  The Township is well served by regional parks, 
thanks to a strong County park system.  Versluis Park, although 
small, serves as a regional park for many others due to the 
attractive beach and swimming area.   
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Table 19 

Analysis of Existing Recreational Facilities 
Charter Township of Plainfield 

Type of 
Facility Recreation Standards1 Charter Township of 

Plainfield Facilities Comments/Recommendations 

 
Passive Parks 

 
The primary purpose of passive 
parks is to provide relief from 
highly developed residential and 
commercial neighborhoods. 
Facilities may include sitting 
areas and other pedestrian 
amenities, landscaping, 
monuments and fountains, and 
historical features. 

 
Lamoreaux Park serves 
as the largest passive 
park in the Township, 
although there are many 
parks in the Township, 
which include areas 
within them that serve 
these purposes. 

 
The large undeveloped portions of the Township’s community 
parks act as buffers from the developing portions of the region 
while also protecting the diminishing natural features of the 
community.  A balance must be made between providing 
residents with recreation activity areas and preserving the 
natural features that exist in Township parks.  Comprehensive 
site planning must have both natural feature preservation and 
activity creation as goals for the future design of Township parks, 
especially considering the value of the rivers and other natural 
features contained in the Township. Demographics suggest that 
the population of the Township is shifting towards older age 
groups.  These residents will demand more passive areas for 
walking and enjoying the peace of nature as opposed to soccer 
and ball fields. 

 
Linear Parks 

 
A linear park is any area 
developed for one or more 
modes of recreational travel, 
such as hiking, bicycling, 
snowmobiling, cross-country 
skiing, canoeing, horseback 
riding, and pleasure driving.  

 
The White Pine Trail is 
the primary linear park in 
the Township.  There are 
also trails at Versluis 
Park, Ambrose Park, and 
Lamoreaux Park. 

 
Potential for creating linkages between parks, neighborhoods, 
schools, and the White Pine Trail should be a priority for future 
development.  Trail construction should be a requirement for 
residential development in the Township, as more connections 
will only increase the use of the existing trail system.  There are 
a number of grants and alternative funding sources available for 
trails and trail projects that can be utilized to finance these plans.

Source: McKenna Associates field survey – 1/2004; Michigan Department of Natural Resources – 1983. 
Footnote:  1Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Recreation Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines, National Recreation and Park 

Association (NRPA): Lancaster, 1983. 
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Public Input 
 
In addition to the recreation inventory, public input was collected to formulate the Action 
Plan for the Plainfield Charter Township Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  The public 
was kept abreast of the plan developments through the meetings of the Parks and 
Recreation Commission and the offices of the Parks and Recreation Department. However, 
in order to collect the amount of information from the public necessary for this endeavor, 
methods were necessary to reach out to all the residents who were not coming to these 
meetings or offices. Therefore a survey was created and sent to Township residents and 
public forums were held. These forums also enabled specific recreation organizations and 
clubs to provide further input and provided an opportunity to explain the results of the 
survey. 
 
 
Survey 
 
To capture the Township opinion on existing park facilities, on the service provided by the 
Parks and Recreation Department, on their desires for future parks facilities, and on their 
willingness to support future park development, a public input survey was created and 
mailed to Township residents.  (A blank copy of the survey is included in the Appendix.)  
Specifically, the survey was mailed to every residential property owner in Plainfield Charter 
Township.  Approximately 8,000 surveys were distributed during the first week of March 
2004.  Within a three-week period, 1,452 were returned for a response rate between 18 
and 20%.  This is a very high response considering the length of the survey and the fact 
that respondents had to supply their own stamp on the return envelope. 
 
A detailed report summarizing the full results of the survey is included in the Appendix.  The 
following is a summary of some of the key findings: 
 

• 53.7% of respondents did not have children in their household. 
 
• 57.3% of the children of respondents are age 10 or younger. 
 
• The majority of respondents were in the 40-49 year old age group (27.6%), and the 

median age was around 49 years old. 
 
• 48.8% of respondents were from the Northview school district, 36.8% were from the 

Rockford school district, and 14.5% were from the Comstock Park school district. 
 
• The southeastern portion of the Township is the best represented with 36.6% of the 

responses. 
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• Over 77% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that they were satisfied with the 
services provided by the Township Fire Department, and over 69% of respondents 
agreed or strongly agreed that they were satisfied with the services provided by the 
County Sheriff’s Department.   

 
• On average, residents in the northern part of the Township were less satisfied (3.79 

out of 5) with the County Sheriff’s Department service than residents in the southern 
part of the Township (3.93 out of 5). 

 
• When asked to rate their satisfaction with current park facilities, the average score 

out of 5 was 3.48 with 43.9% of respondents answering “neutral” (3), and 34.4% of 
respondents answering “satisfied” (4). 

 
• The satisfaction rate for people who visited parks three or more times during the 

past year was 3.68 compared to 3.04 for people who did not visit Township facilities 
at all. 

 
• The majority of respondents (32.6%) indicated that they did not visit any Township 

park facilities over the course of the past year.  Only one percent less (31.6%) was 
the number of people who visited the facilities between three and twelve times per 
year.  The number of children at home increased the frequency visits. 

 
• Respondents listed park facilities that they visited in the past year, and 46.7% listed 

Versluis Park.  Dean Lake Park and Ambrose Park were second and third most 
often listed at just over 9%. 

 
• The two characteristics that respondents felt were most important for a positive park 

experience were cleanliness and safety. 
 
• The three characteristics with the highest average score based on the performance 

of existing park facilities were convenient location (2.54 out of 3), safety (2.43), and 
cleanliness (2.40).  Therefore, the two characteristics that respondents felt were 
most important for the ideal park experience were rated highly when respondents 
rated existing facilities. 

 
• For convenient location, the average score for the northeast region was only 2.41, 

while the average score for the rest of the Township was over 2.57. 
 
• Respondents rated the services provided by the Plainfield Charter Township Parks 

and Recreation Department – amount of developed parkland, number of park 
facilities, distribution of park facilities, and variety of recreation opportunities – all 
above satisfactory (between 3.07 and 3.37, with 3 equating to satisfactory). 
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• When respondents were asked about recreation opportunities available for different 
segments of the population, the average score for children was the highest (3.28 out 
of 5), while the average score for teens was the lowest (2.78 out of 5).  
Opportunities for adults (2.99), seniors (2.97), and persons with disabilities (2.88) fell 
in between.  Not surprisingly, those people who visited the parks more regularly had 
a higher average than those people who did not visit the parks at all. 

 
• Respondents were asked whether or not 22 different facilities were needed in 

Plainfield Charter Township.  (A response of “1” meant “no”, and a response of “3” 
meant “yes”.)  The top three facilities were walk/hike/jog trails (2.47), bicycle paths 
(2.43), and sledding hill (2.43). The bottom three facilities were amphitheater/ 
bandstand (1.84), indoor ice arena (1.84), and skateboard park (1.84). 

 
• Over 63% of respondents felt that building pathways should be an important or 

somewhat important priority for the Township. 
 
• The majority (34.9%) of respondents strongly agreed (5 out of 5) that the Township 

should build a system of pedestrian paths and sidewalks.   
 

• 56% felt that improving the maintenance of existing facilities should be a priority. 
 
• Over 63% felt that coordinating the efforts of the Parks and Recreation Department 

with schools, parent organizations, and recreation groups is an important or 
somewhat important priority for the future. 

 
• The support for a millage increase for Parks and Recreation funding is split.  On a 

scale of 1 to 5 with 1 being “strongly disagree” and 5 being “strongly agree”, the 
Township average for supporting a millage for creating parks was 2.69, for 
maintaining parks was 3.11, and for purchasing land was 2.54.   

 
• For creating parks, 45.4% of respondents strongly disagreed or disagreed (1 or 2), 

and 34.6% agreed or strongly agreed (4 or 5) with the millage increase.  For 
maintaining parks, 30.4% strongly disagreed or disagreed, and 46.0% agreed or 
strongly agreed.  For purchasing land, 40.1% strongly disagreed or disagreed, and 
28.3% agreed or strongly agreed. 

   
• The 30-39 year old age group was the most supportive of an increase in millage rate 

in all three categories.  The 60-69 and over 70 age groups were the least 
supportive. 

 
• If there is no millage, respondents would prefer to see funding for parkland 

acquisition and facility construction come from private sources, donation, and grant 
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money.  Over 75% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed in each of these 
cases.   

 
• People who did not visit the parks felt that funding should come from user fees.  

However, people who visit the parks regularly strongly disagreed with this. 
 

 
Public Forums 
 
In order to collect more specific input from those members of the public most interested in 
the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, two public forums were conducted at the Township 
Hall.  The Plainfield Township Parks and Recreation Commission conducted both public 
forums. 
 
The first public forum was held on March 2, 2004.  The purpose of this forum was to allow 
the many various recreation and athletic associations to have input in the plan and voice 
their opinions to the Commission.  Parent associations and sports groups (such as baseball 
leagues, soccer associations, hockey groups, etc.) were notified of the forum.  The purpose 
of the meeting was to give these groups the opportunity to speak so that at the second 
public forum, these groups with many members did not overwhelm the meeting and keep 
individual citizens from participating. 
 
Six citizens attended the first public forum representing four interest groups.  (Minutes of 
the meeting are available in the appendix.)  Two of the interest groups were organized 
recreation associations: two gentlemen from SCOR (soccer) and two gentlemen from the 
Rockford Hockey Association and the Northview Hockey Boosters.  Another gentleman and 
his son represented the skateboarding interest group.  The final gentleman was a member 
of the Plainfield Charter Township Planning Commission.  Each citizen provided some 
background about their interest group and explained what their goals were for the next five 
years.  They emphasized what they hoped the Township could assist them with and how 
their goals could be integrated into the action plan of this document.  In some instances, 
they offered ways they would be willing to assist in those efforts.     
 
The following is a summary of the main conclusions based on the first public forum held for 
groups and associations: 
 
Soccer –  

• SCOR currently practices at the DNR Park but that facility is inadequate for 
competition.  They hold their competitions at Rockford Public School facilities where 
they compete with Rockford Community Services for playing time.  The facilities are 
suitable but not perfect.  There is a need for designated competition fields in 
Plainfield Township. 
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• SCOR has expertise in layout and design of soccer facilities and would be willing to 
assist in the development of future park space for soccer. 

 
• SCOR has funds ear-marked for field development and would like to seek corporate 

sponsors to enhance those funds. 
 
• At a minimum, they see a need for 2 full size fields (74 yards x 115 yards) and 4 

smaller fields (40 yards x 70 yards.  Ideally, they would like 4 full size fields and 6 
smaller fields. 

 
Skateboard Park –  

• Skateboard parks are becoming popular throughout the state and region. 
 
• Although this is a liability issue, Grand Haven has had no claims against them since 

going to an unsupervised “skate at your own risk” system. 
 
• Today’s skateboarding youth do not create the problems or hazards that most adults 

believe they do. 
 
Hockey –  

• Hockey has become very popular very quickly among the youth in this area.  Many 
are driving long distances for practices and contests at odd hours for ice time. 

 
• Teams pay $195 - $250 / hour for ice time.  The Rockford Hockey Association 

spends $250,000 per year for ice time at three different arenas to provide adequate 
practice time for all of their participants. 

 
• Main use of the hockey rink would be from Labor Day through March.  “Off season” 

uses include summer programs, clinics, camps, maintenance, indoor soccer, and 
conventions.  Many rinks charge associations rent year round in order to reserve 
time for the peak season. 

 
• Walker built a fitness center onto their Municipal Ice Rink in order to generate 

additional revenue. 
 
• Greenville, Grand Valley State University, Cornerstone University, and adult 

leagues: all are looking for a facility in the area with ice time so they have a place to 
play. 
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Planning Commission –  
• The Planning Commission is looking for a tool that they can use to assist in 

implementing their vision for Plainfield Township – open spaces, bike paths, and 
sidewalks.  

 
• The Township has many assets, and trails and paths should connect these assets 

so that children and pedestrians can get to them without relying on automobiles.  
 
The second public forum was held on May 5, 2004.  The meeting was advertised in public 
notices and the Township’s monthly newsletter as an opportunity for residents to participate 
in the planning process and provide input to Commission members as they prepare the 
Plan.  The meeting was conducted as a visioning session.  It was a highly interactive, 
conversational meeting and was determined to be a success by all who attended.  
Approximately 30 people attended the meeting, including five youths under the age of 16, 
lobbying for the development of a skateboard park.  After some brief introductory 
comments, a brief summary of the results from the Community Survey was presented and 
followed by some discussion.  Then, the visioning portion of the meeting commenced. 
 
The visioning session was the main component of the public meeting.  The entire group 
was split into three subgroups for discussion purposes.  Each subgroup was asked to 
discuss two questions: 1) What are the strengths and assets in Plainfield Charter Township 
pertaining to Recreation?; and 2) What are the liabilities and weaknesses?  After discussion 
of each question, the subgroups shared their responses and discussed them.  Then, each 
participant was given four votes to be cast for the strengths/weaknesses that most closely 
fit their definition.  The top five responses for each question are listed below (complete lists 
included in the Appendix). 
 
What are the assets?    What are the liabilities? 
1. White Pine Trail (21 votes) 1. Connectivity/access/safety (21 votes) 
2. Two rivers (13) 2. Lack of a skateboard park (16) 
3. YMCA (12) 3. Lack of access to White Pine Trail (15) 
4. Versluis Park (9) (tie) Lack of money (15) 
5. Golf Courses (6) 5. No special assessment districts (10) 
(tie) Ice Cream Stand (6)  
 
Then, the whole group was reassembled and asked to discuss ways to address the items 
that were identified as weaknesses with the items that were identified as strengths.  This is 
a way to use existing resources to fix lingering problems.   
 
The most significant problem that was identified over the course of the evening was 
connectivity and the lack of non-motorized connections between neighborhoods, schools, 
parks, community facilities, and the White Pine Trail.  Four ideas were generated to 
address the lack of connections and access: 
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• Propose a millage specifically tied to the layout and construction of a Township 

pathway system. 
 
• Work with the developers to ensure trail access is integrated into the development 

plans. 
 
• Incorporate the river into plans to improve connectivity thereby increasing access to 

the river as well. 
 
• Tie into the regional trail network and connect Township trails to the systems 

established in adjacent communities. 
 
In addition, it was suggested that a millage could be proposed or fees could be charged in 
order to raise money and pay for a skateboard park. 
 
 
Conclusions 
 
 
Table 18 compares the existing community parkland acreage to recommended standards, 
based on the 2000 population.  The figures indicate that the Township has adequate mini-
park acreage for the existing and future population of the Township.  However, the existing 
acreage is below the recommended total of neighborhood and community parks.  The 
existing acreage provided does not include school facilities, however, which provide many 
of the neighborhood facilities that are used in the Township.  Although this is not ideal, it is 
suitable and allows the Township to focus its development efforts on larger community 
parks first before addressing the lack of neighborhood facilities. 
 
There were very few facilities that were identified in the tables as being insufficient or 
lacking within the Township.  Only outdoor rinks and archery ranges were deficient in terms 
of the number of facilities available to residents.  However, Table 17 included school 
facilities, and in many instances, these facilities were needed to exceed the recommended 
standards.  The concern is that these facilities are not always available to the public.  They 
may be closed during school hours, they may be restricted to certain activities, or they may 
not permit recreational activities on their fields or courts. This should be considered when 
developing the Action Plan or designing future park facilities. 
 
Examination of the recreation inventory and analysis combined with the public input has led 
to the following conclusions. 
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CONNECTIVITY 
There is a lack of connectivity between community facilities within Plainfield Charter 
Township.  Residents young and old have a difficult time accessing neighborhoods, 
schools, parks, the White Pine Trail, or other locations without relying on the automobile or 
putting themselves at risk on dangerous roads.  This problem must be addressed on two 
levels.  First, a path system must be laid out that connects important facilities and 
neighborhoods in a safe and efficient manner.  Second, we must be certain that 
development standards are crafted to ensure private investment in the development of the 
path system.  Residential development adjacent to the trail system must be required to 
provide access points to the trail as well as an internal trail system or sidewalks or else the 
development will hinder the ability of residents to utilize the public trail.   
 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
The Grand and Rogue Rivers are two of the finest in the region, and Plainfield Township is 
very fortunate to have portions of both of these running through its borders. Yet very few of 
the Township’s parks or recreational facilities address these wonderful amenities. A priority 
for acquisition and development should be along the rivers and other important natural 
resources. This serves to not only provide greater access for Township residents, but it 
also protects these features from the threat of future development. 
 
RELIANCE ON SCHOOL FACILITIES 
With three school districts serving the Township, Plainfield Charter Township has a number 
of school facilities with recreational amenities available to its residents.  These amenities 
satisfy many of the recommended service requirements of the NRPA and MDNR including 
basketball courts, tennis courts, baseball fields, and soccer fields.  These are some of the 
most popular recreational facilities a department can offer.  However, priority for the use of 
the school facilities goes to the schools first.  Therefore, in some instances, the public does 
not get full access or full value out of these facilities. 
 
SOCCER FIELDS 
Table 17 indicates that Plainfield Charter Township satisfies the minimum requirements for 
soccer fields required for the population. However, the vast majority of the fields included in 
the total are located at the schools. With soccer fields in particular, schools are more 
reluctant to share use of these facilities with community organizations. The schools often 
have a very high demand for their use themselves, and overuse of the fields can result in 
high maintenance costs. During the public forums and discussion with the Parks and 
Recreation Commission, it became clear that the availability and quality of the existing 
facilities including the schools was inadequate to meet even the current demand within the 
Township. Although the population seems to be shifting away from the family forming age 
group and soccer fields were not highly identified on the survey as desired facilities, it is still 
believed that additional fields are required to meet current demands. Local soccer 
associations can be consulted for design expertise as well as funding opportunities. 
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MAINTENANCE 
Cleanliness was listed as one of the top two characteristics of a positive park experience.  
Respondents also rated maintaining existing parks highly on the survey, and in the 
comments provided, it was clear that many respondents felt that maintenance at some 
facilities could be improved.  Although they are small and not as grand as the larger, 
community parks, the small parks must be maintained at a high level as well.  If their size 
makes this inefficient, the Township should explore ways to convert these parks or the 
maintenance of them over to private hands, such as a homeowners’ association or 
neighborhood group. 
 
ACCESSIBILITY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
Some parks do not meet accessibility requirements due to the lack of accessible pathways. 
A detailed inventory and analysis should be completed by a certified playground inspector 
to identify problem areas and develop a strategy for replacement and improvements.  
Modern equipment with transfer points and ramps, resilient surfacing, and accessible 
pathways are required to ensure safe integrated play by all residents of the community. 
Further, the Township must ensure that there are adequate means for persons with 
disabilities to get to the recreational facilities from their vehicles. 
 
BATHROOM ACCCESSIBILITY 
The Community Survey included a few questions regarding “accessibility”. The intent was 
to analyze opinions regarding accessibility for persons with disabilities. However, a close 
examination of the data as well as the written comments that were received, in addition to 
anecdotal evidence from Township staff, lead us to believe that perhaps some respondents 
were confused about the definition of “accessibility”. In particular, there were a significant 
number of comments that dealt with the location of bathroom facilities and the lack of 
“access” to the bathrooms. Concerns ranged from the location of the bathrooms to the 
hours or seasons that these facilities were unlocked to the parks that did not have facilities. 
As new parks are being designed, the location of the bathroom facilities should be at the 
forefront of the planning in an effort to maximize the convenience and enjoyment of the 
parks visitor. For existing parks, “access” to bathrooms – including locations and hours – 
shall be evaluated as well to enhance the convenience and enjoyment of the park patrons. 
 
SERVICE AREAS 
Map 6 illustrates the typical service area by mini-parks, neighborhood parks, and 
community parks operated by Plainfield Charter Township. It indicates that there is 
adequate coverage of the Township with the exception of the northwest quadrant (Region 
1) and across the northern boundary.  There are no Township parks in this region.  One 
golf course and one elementary school provide the only recreation options.  Travel to other 
parks nearly requires an automobile due to the distance required and the crossing of the 
freeway.  
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COMMUNITY AND REGIONAL PARKS 
Although Table 18 indicates that there is a surplus of regional park acreage, much of the 
acreage is in Lamoreaux Park and Rogue River Park, two facilities that did not rate as 
highly used among respondents on the community survey.  All of the community and 
regional parks in the Township are among the least used facilities among respondents, 
except Versluis Park, which was by far the most used.  This shows that these types of 
parks can be successful if they are designed and maintained well and provide an attractive 
mix of amenities.   
 
PLANNING 
With the update of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan and the commencement of the 
Comprehensive Plan Update, the Township has an opportunity to bring together the similar 
goals of the Parks and Recreation and Planning Departments.  For example, both 
Departments strive for the protection of open spaces and the provision of parks and 
community spaces for neighborhoods.  However, the Parks and Recreation Department 
has expressed that maintaining small, mini-parks is inefficient and occupies too much of 
their time and resources.  The Planning Department has responded by amending the 
Zoning Ordinance to require developers to install pocket parks in planned developments 
and include maintenance as a part of their development agreements.  This type of 
arrangement can be extended to include sidewalks, trails, and pathways as well. 
 
Other ways to integrate planning and parks include the protection of natural resources and 
land acquisition.  Both departments agree that the rivers of Plainfield Charter Township are 
pristine resources and provide immeasurable value.  By confirming this in their plans and 
setting forth similar measures for this protection, the Township is a much stronger position 
to implement those plans.  It is now in a position to have two documents that agree with 
one another that it can point to when in need of arguments supporting land acquisition 
along the riverfront or a riverfront protection plan.   
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Action Program:   
Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
 
 
This portion of the Plan is the culmination of a comprehensive planning effort that began 
with the thorough analysis of Plainfield Township’s physical and demographic attributes.  
Existing parks and recreation facilities and programs were inventoried and evaluated.  An 
assessment of need was then developed that considered public input, accepted recreation 
standards, and the experience of the Parks and Recreation Commission and Staff.  Finally, 
these needs were analyzed and reviewed by the Plainfield Charter Township Parks and 
Recreation Commission.   
 
The results of this effort are presented in the following statement of Goals and Objectives 
and a detailed Capital Improvement Program. 
 
 
Goals and Objectives 
 
Goals are broad statements which address the general needs of Township residents.  
Objectives are specific tasks which, when completed and adhered to, accomplish the goals 
set by the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 
 
 
A. PATHWAYS AND TRAILS 
 
 1. GOAL: No one in Plainfield Charter Township should be isolated from 

a park facility. Pathways and trails should provide pedestrian 
friendly access to parks and community facilities. 

 
 2. GOAL: Create a system of paths and trails that connects 

neighborhoods and community facilities throughout the 
Township. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Coordinate with Township Planning Commission and 

Planning Staff to create a detailed non-motorized trail 
feasibility study and plan that connects all 
neighborhoods and parks to adjacent pedestrian trail 
systems, community facilities, schools, and the White 
Pine Trail. 
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  OBJECTIVE: Identify funding sources to be utilized for the creation of 
non-motorized trail linkages and connections. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Integrate the results from the Belmont “Safe Trails to 

School” program and coordinate planning efforts in this 
vicinity with the Steering Committee of this organization.  

 
  OBJECTIVE: Develop trails along utility and railroad rights-of-way. 
 
  OBJECTIVE: Work with planning staff to ensure future developers 

provide adequate access to existing paths or install their 
portion of proposed path. 

 
 3. GOAL: Establish connections to the County and region-wide trail 

system as well as existing trails developed in adjacent 
communities. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Analyze existing and proposed trail systems of adjacent 

communities, Kent County, and the Grand Valley Metro 
Council. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Evaluate the connectivity of Plainfield’s trail system to 

the systems of the adjacent communities, the County, 
and the region, and assess the feasibility of connecting 
the Township system to the broader, regional system.   

 
  OBJECTIVE: Construct the Township trail system strategically and 

extend the trails to the Township’s borders where they 
will connect to the regional trail system. 

 
 4. GOAL  Develop strategic parking locations for recreational access. 
 
  OBJECTIVE: Create additional parking opportunities for residents 

wishing to drive to the White Pine Trail to provide 
greater access to residents and keep vehicles from 
clogging the streets near the Trail. 
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B. NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
 1. GOAL: Protect the Township’s rivers and streams where practicable. 
 
  OBJECTIVE: Work with the Planning Department to increase 

enforcement of restrictions along riverfront and in the 
Natural Rivers overlay. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Provide parking in specific locations along the rivers and 

narrow, low-impact paths that allow access to the rivers 
for world-class fishing without destruction to the 
surrounding landscape or riverbank. 

 
 2. GOAL: Acquire properties along the Rogue and Grand Rivers. 
 
  OBJECTIVE:  Bring riverfront property under local control. 
 
  OBJECTIVE: Determine which undeveloped natural areas are worth 

targeting for protection and focus the department and 
commission’s efforts on those parcels. 

 
  OBJECTIVE:  Purchase properties along the riverfront or in the 

floodplain that come available.  
 
  OBJECTIVE:  When land along the river is acquired, establish natural 

areas, greenways, and passive parks in these locations 
as opposed to active use recreation areas (e.g. ball 
fields). 

 
 3. GOAL: Coordinate with the other staff and commissions to ensure that 

the Township’s most beautiful undeveloped natural features will 
remain as such. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Work with the Planning Staff to design regulations that 

permit new development while simultaneously placing a 
portion of the development into permanent open space. 

 
  OBJECTIVE:  Educate Township Administration and Staff about how 

their decisions and actions impact the rivers so that they 
will consider this before making significant decisions.  
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C. FACILITIES 
 
 1. GOAL: Provide facilities that meet the community-wide recreation 

needs of Plainfield Charter Township residents. 
 
  OBJECTIVE: Evaluate existing parks, equipment, and facilities to 

identify needed improvements or upgrades. 
 
  OBJECTIVE: Address deficiencies identified in the survey and during 

the public meetings, specifically paths, trails, winter 
sports facilities, passive facilities, and recreation 
opportunities for teens. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Continue to maintain a high level of public involvement 

during the implementation of the Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan. 

 
 2. GOAL: Create an implementation plan for undeveloped parcels that 

addresses Township needs, meets neighborhood concerns, 
and puts these properties to good use. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Prepare sites at Ten Mile Road and East Beltline for 

future park use and design parks that meet the needs of 
the Township and satisfy the neighborhoods. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Seek similar properties that can be redeveloped to 

parkland for a better use at a relatively low cost (such 
as the Consumers Power corridor). 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Evaluate the potential purchase or partnership with 

private park associations (such as Northville Park) that 
are struggling financially and may disappear. 

 
 3. GOAL: Provide a safe, well-maintained park system. 
 
  OBJECTIVE: Continue to promote a good working relationship 

between the Parks and Recreation Department and the 
Buildings and Grounds Department and their 
maintenance staff. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Work with the Buildings and Grounds Staff in 

establishing and reviewing their regular maintenance 
schedule, making sure that it includes regular 
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inspections, and that all parks and facilities are neat in 
appearance, fully operational, and well maintained. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Selectively prune, trim, and remove overgrown 

vegetation to open up views and provide natural 
surveillance of public gathering places.  Replace dead 
and diseased trees with new plantings. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Coordinate park security with the County Sheriff’s 

Department.  Maintain a log of any incidents, and 
implement remedial measures that can be taken to 
reduce or eliminate those incidents. 

 
 4. GOAL: Eliminate existing barriers to recreation facilities by creating 

barrier-free facilities. 
 
  OBJECTIVE: Ensure that each play setting and activity area is 

accessible, that accessible play components are placed 
throughout each activity area, and that similar play 
opportunities are provided to people with disabilities. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Provide an accessible surface and pathway that is firm, 

stable, slip resistant, and resilient at all public 
recreational facilities connecting parking areas, drop off 
points, and all activity areas. 

 
 5. GOAL: Become less dependent on school and regional facilities for 

satisfying the needs of Township residents. 
 
  OBJECTIVE: Develop or assist in the development of soccer, 

baseball, softball, and similar activity fields so that youth 
associations will not be dependent on school schedules 
for practices and competitions. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Analyze whether or not the use of school facilities – 

fields and playgrounds - is being restricted, and if so, 
determine if any neighborhoods are being negatively 
impacted. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Continue to work with the schools to ensure 

maintenance of their facilities, use of their facilities by 
the area youth associations, and access to their 
facilities by Township residents. 



Recreation Master Plan: 2005-2009 Action Program:  Recreation Master Plan  
 

  
Charter Township of Plainfield 68 McKenna Associates, Inc. 

 
 6. GOAL: Provide recreational opportunities to residents in the northwest 

quadrant of the Township. 
 
  OBJECTIVE: Seek acquisition opportunities northwest of US-131.  

The property should contain or be adjacent to valuable 
natural resources worthy of protection: hills, fields, 
lakes, and woods. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Work with property owners and Township Staff to 

determine what the future of the region will be like in 
order to determine the best type of facility to be located 
there. 

 
 7. GOAL: Provide passive, senior oriented amenities within newly 

developed parks. 
 
  OBJECTIVE: Preserve natural areas with parks and provide paths, 

viewing areas, and passive recreation opportunities 
surrounding them. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Ensure all amenities are accessible and ADA compliant. 
 
 
D. ADMINISTRATION AND ORGANIZATION 
 
 1. GOAL: Create mechanisms that will provide recreation information to 

Township residents. 
   
  OBJECTIVE: Publish the Parks and Recreation Master Plan on the 

Township’s web site. 
 
  OBJECTIVE: Create a brochure including information on all of the 

Township recreational facilities and a map of locations.  
 
  OBJECTIVE: Utilize the Profile to communicate information on 

Recreation events, to provide a map of Township parks, 
and to inform residents about park rules and facilities. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Develop a page on the Township’s web site dedicated 

to the Parks and Recreation Department that includes 
updated information on current parks and recreation 
issues, information on upcoming events, progress 
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reports, and other detailed information specifically 
dealing with Plainfield Township Parks and Recreation. 

 
 2. GOAL: Coordinate the efforts of the Parks and Recreation Commission 

and Department Staff with other Township Boards, 
Administration, and Staff to ensure implementation of the Plan 
and efficient use of the Township’s resources. 

  
  OBJECTIVE: Exchange minutes, hold joint meetings, attend other 

meetings, and participate in other forms of 
communication. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Identify how various Township policies influence the 

ability to meet recreation goals and objectives and how 
to modify such policies, if necessary. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Appoint at least one individual to be a member of both 

the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Planning 
Commission.  

 
  OBJECTIVE: Work with the Township Board and the Planning 

Commission to integrate the goals and objectives of this 
Plan into the goals and objectives of the Township’s 
Comprehensive Plan Update. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Identify aspects of the Township zoning ordinance that 

can be modified to improve recreation opportunities 
within the Township. 

 
  OBJECTIVE: Educate Department heads and Township 

Administration on the goals and objectives of this Plan 
and any updates that occur in order to ensure that the 
Township takes no actions that run contrary to this Plan. 
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Capital Improvement Program 
 

 
The Parks and Recreation Action Program for Plainfield Charter Township is composed of 
two parts.  The first component involved the creation of goals and objectives – objectives 
that could be acted on by the Parks and Recreation Department and Commission to reach 
the corresponding recreation goals.  By achieving these objectives and accomplishing 
these goals, the Commission will see more positive and exciting recreation opportunities for 
their residents in the future. 
 
The second component of the Action Program is the scheduling of expenditures over the 
next five years, prioritized to meet the goals and objectives identified above.  The Capital 
Improvement Program specifies at which facilities funds should be utilized, what 
improvements and acquisitions should be made, and the source from which funds can be 
acquired. It also assigns a priority level to each project based on a scale of 1 – 4 with 1 
being the highest priority. Priority is based on the cumulative results of all of the data 
collected for this Plan and the projects that have an opportunity to make the greatest 
impact.  The priority level is subject to change over time as community preferences change. 
In concert, this two-part Recreation Program can guide Plainfield Charter Township in 
maintaining and creating new and exciting recreation opportunities for all its residents. 
Those projects associated with a specific park facility or location within the Township have 
been identified on Map 7 – Capital Improvement Plan Map. 
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Table 20 

Capital Improvement Program 
Charter Township of Plainfield 

 
Year 

 
Facility/Program 

 

Map #1 
 

Proposed Improvements 
 
Estimated Cost 

 
Funding 

Source(s) 

2005 
 

Develop Page on 
Township Web Site & 
Informational Brochure 

N/A Build a page on the Township’s web site dedicated to the 
Parks & Recreation Department and create an 
informational brochure with information on the parks that 
can be integrated with the Profile. (Priority 2) 

$15,000 
 

GF, Prvt, Fd, D 
 

2005-
2009 

Prepare Bikeway and 
Parkway Plan and 
Construct Bikeways and 
Pathways as well as 
Strategic Parking for 
Recreational Access 

N/A Prepare a plan that lays out a system of paths and trails 
throughout the Township connecting neighborhoods, 
schools, community facilities, parks, the White Pine Trail, 
the YMCA, etc. Construct portions of the Bikeway and 
Pathway Plan that are located on public property or are 
not likely to redevelop in the future. Finally, construct 
small parking areas in strategic locations to provide 
access to recreational facilities such as the White Pine 
Trail or the rivers. (Priority 1) 

$150,000 GF, TEA, MNRTF

2005-
2007 

East Beltline Park 1 Plan, design, coordinate, engineering and develop 
abandoned landfill site with passive and active 
recreational amenities including soccer fields, outdoor 
skating rink, sledding hill, trails, wetlands, connections to 
adjacent neighborhood, picnic area, etc. (Priority 2) 

$250,000 GF, MNRTF, 
LWCF, Prvt 

2005-
2007 

 

Ten Mile Park 2 Plan, design, coordinate, engineering and develop 
abandoned landfill site with passive and active 
recreational amenities including soccer fields, baseball 
fields, trails, sledding hill, picnic areas, bathroom, 
parking, paths, etc. (Priority 2) 

$125,000 
 

GF, MNRTF, Prvt
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2005-
2009 

Acquire Land along 
Grand and Rogue 
Rivers 

3 As property becomes available along the shorelines of 
the Grand and Rogue Rivers, it should be purchased in 
order to increase Township control of this resource. 
(Priority 1) 

$500,000 LWCF, Prvt., Fd, 
LS, CG, D 

2006 
 

Acquire Land and 
Develop Park in NW 

4 Find land in the northwest quadrant of the Township to 
be acquired and developed into a park or parks to serve 
this underserved portion of the Township. (Priority 2) 

$150,000 
 

GF, MNRTF, CG, 
D, Prvt 

 

2007 
 

Construct Parking 
Facilities and Access 
Sites Along Rogue 
River 

5 Build 2 – 3 small parking facilities (±10 spaces) with non-
impact trail access and benches and picnic tables near 
the river at locations popular for fishing but where high 
traffic will have low impact. (Priority 1) 

$100,000 
 

GF, Prvt, CG, 
LWCF 

 

2007 
 

Improve Parking 
Facilities at D.W. 
Richardson  

6 Expand current parking facilities at D.W. Richardson 
Park after cost – benefit analysis to determine if 
expansion is economically efficient. (Priority 3) 

$60,000 
 

GF, Prvt, CG 
 

2007 
 

Improve or Install 
Bathrooms at Existing 
Facilities 

N/A Improve existing bathrooms, allow bathrooms to remain 
open longer, assess number of and location of bathroom 
facilities at existing parks and if necessary, add facilities 
to existing parks to increase convenience. (Priority 3) 

$150,000 
 

GF, Prvt, CG 
 

2008 Assess Handicap 
Accessibility at Existing 
Facilities 

N/A Provide ADA compliant paths at all Township facilities 
and make all other necessary improvements as 
determined through a comprehensive assessment of 
compliance. (Priority 3) 

$75,000 GF, Prvt, CG, Fd, 
MNRTF 

 
Key: 

 
CG- Civic Groups 

 
Fd - Foundation Grants 

 
LWCF - Land and Water Conservation Fund 

 
Prvt. - Private Donations/Fundraising  

 
 

 
D - Donation/Advertisement 

 
GF- General Funds 

 
MB- Municipal Bonds 

 
SG- Service Groups 

 
 
 

 
 

 
LS B Land Sales 

 
MNRTF - MI Dept. of Natural Resources 
Trust Fund 

 
TEA - Transportation Enhancement 
Activity Fund 

 
1Map number refers to labels identifying projects on Map 7 – Capital Improvement Plan Map. Items identified “N/A” (not applicable) may apply to an undetermined number of park  
 sites or may not apply to park facilities at all. 
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Funding Sources 
 
 
There are several existing or potential funding sources available for parks and recreation 
facility improvements.   In addition to the General Fund, other potential sources of funding 
for parks and recreation include: a dedicated millage (such as a land acquisition millage), 
user fees, revenue bonds, donation of land and/or easements, and contractual agreements 
involving privatization.  The following is a brief description of current funding sources and 
other potential alternatives the community may consider: 
 
General Fund:  The General Fund is the traditional source of operating funds for parks and 
recreation.  General Fund revenues are derived from property taxes, state-shared 
revenues, federal grants, license and permit fees, charges for services, interest on 
investments, and court fines or forfeitures.  Recreation program user fees are usually 
channeled through the General Fund. 
 
Millage:  A property tax millage can be used to finance specific parks and recreation 
projects or for operation of recreation facilities.  The dedicated millage has gained favor in 
many communities because voters are increasingly wary of approving millage increases for 
non-specified purposes.  Approval by voters is required before a millage can be assessed. 
A millage is subject to periodic renewal by a vote of the people. Based on the results from 
the survey, a vote on a millage for parks and recreation would be close. However, if it were 
dedicated to the construction of trails and paths, a high priority for respondents, a more 
positive response may follow. 

 
User Fees:  The community can charge fees to the users of specific recreation facilities or 
for enrollment in recreation programs.  User fees can provide substantial support for park 
facilities.  Other communities throughout Michigan have established user fees for swimming 
pools, tennis courts, wave pools, use of lighted athletic fields, and use of indoor facilities.  
User fees are a promising source of funding in the municipality if used selectively for 
specific facilities and services.  The Township currently charges fees for the use of Versluis 
Park. 
 
Bond Programs:  A number of bond programs can be used to finance construction of 
parks and recreation facilities: 
 
a. General Obligation Bonds - General Obligation Bonds are issued for specific 

community projects and may not be used for other purposes.  These bonds are 
usually paid off with property tax revenues.  

 
b. Revenue Bonds - Revenue Bonds are issued for construction of public projects 

that generate revenues. The bonds are then retired using income generated by 
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the project.  For example, revenue bonds could be issued for construction of a 
concession and restroom facility at one of the community parks. 

 
  c. Special Assessment Bonds - Special Assessment Bonds are issued to pay for 

projects that benefit a particular segment of the population.  For example, 
recreation improvements that benefit a defined subdivision or neighborhood 
could be financed using special assessment bonds, in which case the residents 
who receive the benefit would be assessed. 

 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF):  Eligible projects include acquisition 
of land or rights in land for recreational uses or for protection of the land because of its 
environmental importance or scenic beauty, including additions to existing parks, 
forestlands, or wildlife areas. Development of public outdoor-recreation facilities is eligible 
(such as picnic areas, beaches, boating access, fishing and hunting facilities, winter sports 
areas, playgrounds, ballfields, tennis courts, and trails). Funds are provided through sale of 
oil and mineral leases on State land.  Local contributions equal to at least 25 percent of the 
project cost are required. There is no minimum or maximum amount for acquisition 
projects.  The minimum allowable grant for development is $15,000 and the maximum is 
$500,000.  
 
There are three special initiatives approved by the Trust Fund Board of Trustees.  
Proposals will receive special attention if they: 
 
• are located within U.S. Census Bureau Metropolitan Statistical Areas; 
 
• increase environmental education facilities statewide, particularly in urban areas; 

and  
 
• acquire land or develop trail ways that contribute to the development of a statewide 

trail network. 
 
The first Special Initiative was new in 1996.  The second two continue from previous years. 
 
Land and Water Conservation Fund (L&WCF):  Eligible projects include community 
recreation and trailway improvements.  These are grants of $10,000 to $250,000 to local 
units of government for development of facilities such as ballfields, tennis courts, 
playgrounds, trails and picnic areas.  Improvements may also include construction of 
support facilities, renovation of existing facilities, and retrofitting of existing facilities to make 
them accessible to persons with disabilities.  Funds are provided through federal 
appropriations.  The grant match basis is 50 percent MDNR/50 percent local. 

 
Community Development Block Grant:  Revenues obtained through the Federal 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program can be used for a variety of 
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community improvement projects, including development of recreation facilities or land 
acquisition for new parks or athletic fields in low and moderate income neighborhoods that 
qualify under the program.  
 
Michigan Equity Grant Program:  In August 1989, Public Act 198 was signed into law, 
setting aside funding for regional cultural projects.  Eligible project categories include 
cultural institutions, historical projects, zoos, convention facilities, tourism facilities, and 
libraries.  Priority is given to projects that leverage additional public or private investment.  
The Equity Grant Program is administered by the Michigan State Department of 
Commerce.  Funding for this program has been limited in recent years because of the 
State's budget constraints. 
 
Donations: Businesses, corporations, private clubs, PTO’s (Parent Teacher 
Organizations/Associations), and other community organizations will often contribute to 
recreation and other improvement programs to benefit the communities in which they are 
located.  Private sector contributions may be in the form of monetary contributions, the 
donation of land, the provision of volunteer services, or the contribution of equipment or 
facilities.  
 
Foundations:  A foundation is a special non-profit legal entity that is established as a 
mechanism through which land, cash, and securities can be donated for the benefit of 
parks and recreation services.   The assets are disbursed by the foundation’s Board of 
Directors according to a predetermined plan. Funding for recreation facilities through 
foundations is very limited. 
 
Lease or Contractual Agreements: Plainfield Township could consider pursuing contracts 
with private entrepreneurs to provide services at Township owned park facilities, such as 
recreation programming, food service, or facility maintenance.  Typically, the privatization of 
services can increase recreation opportunities available to residents, while minimizing the 
Township’s administrative costs. 
 
Public Use Conveyances:  Administered by the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources, this program provides state lands, acquired through delinquent taxes, to local 
governments for public use.  Acceptable uses of land acquired under this program include 
development of local parks. 
 
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21):  On May 22, 1998, Congress 
passed the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21) authorizing highway 
safety, transit, and other surface transportation programs for the next six years.  Congress 
has authorized $217 billion to implement programs, with Michigan’s apportionment coming 
to just over $700 million. 
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Appendices 
 
 
 
1. Copy of Community Input Survey 
 
2. Summary of Survey Results 
 
3. Summary of Survey Comments 
 
4. Notes from 1st Public Meeting 
 
5. Notes from 2nd Public Meeting 
 
6. Resolution of Approval from Parks & Recreation Commission 
 
7. Resolution of Approval from Township Board and Minutes from Board Meeting 
 
8. Letters of Transmittal 
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